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can’t make Mayberry Days, too. 
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Elevating Beauty and Performance in

The All New 2021
   LINCOLN AVIATOR

Lincoln Aviator model shown. Available at certified EV dealers only.
70

05
30

38

Scenic Lincoln
Hwy 601, Mount Airy, NC 27030
336-789-9591   
sceniclincoln.com

Lincoln Co-Pilot 360 Plus Package
3.0L Engine, V-6
Mode Select Transmission
Power Lift Gate
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A look at Mayberry’s past
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Andy Griffith’s family history
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Event helps local charity
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2133 Rockford St, Mt Airy, NC 27030 
(336) 789-5522

We have 
daily specials!

Accepts Credit Cards
Many Vegetarian Options

Private Lot Parking

Free Wi-Fi
Outdoor Seating

Wheelchair Accessible

Also Offering Catering Services

70053086

Come see us for a juicy cheeseburger, cheesesteak served beside a 
hot order of French Fry, Onion Rings or tots, and quench your thirst 

with a hand squeezed orangeade or lemonade or keep it simple with a 
milkshake of your choice topped with whip cream and a cherry. 

“let us serve you”

1015 Rockford St., Ste 100, Mt. Airy • 336-673-0362

407 W. Lebanon St. | Mount Airy, NC 27030
336-786-234767 years in business

Dairy 
Center

70053094

Mount Airy
PLACES TO EAT IN

Call or order online for all of your
drive-thru take-out needs!

(336) 783-0227
littlerichardsbarbeque.com

Thank you for supporting 
local businesses! 70053077

PLAZA deL SOL
-Mexican Cuisine-

Mount Airy 
1905 Woodland Dr
Mt Airy, NC 27030

70053095
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Stars, fans show love to one another
By John Peters
Mayberry Magazine

Two years ago, a few actors 
who appeared in The Andy 
Griffith Show gave voice to 
something many had felt over 
the years — that the fans of 
the show, the people who 
keep it alive and still touch-
ing lives more than 50 years 
after the original broadcasts 
left the air, might be the true 
stars of Mayberry Days and 
the iconic status the show 
has maintained over the de-
cades.

That may never be more 
apparent than this year, when 

a full contingent of those fans 
is expected to descend on 
Mount Airy after last year’s 
pandemic-limited version of 
the annual festival.

The 2020 version of the fes-
tival went off without a hitch, 
even with limits imposed on 
the number of people who 
could be at any of the indoor 
events and travel restrictions 
kept some of the fans, and 
many of the festival’s regular 
stars, from attending.

But 2021 looks to be nearly 
back to normal, with perhaps 
tens of thousands of those 
fans visiting the real-life in-

Photos by John Peters | Mayberry Magazine
Bluegrass and old-time music was often featured in The Andy Griffith Show, showcasing Andy’s musical roots growing up in Mount Airy. Today, that music 
is just as revered in his hometown, with musicians visiting Mount Airy and often giving free, impromptu sidewalk concerts, as was happening here during 
a previous Mayberry Days festival. Going clockwise, starting with the guitarist in front wearing overalls, are Steve Bradley of Ravenswood, West Virginia; Al 
Barnett, of Mineral Wells, West Virginia; John Barnett and Jake Eddy, both of Parkersburg, West Virginia; and Jim Yates, of Boaz, West Virginia.

One of the favorite activities of fans visiting Mayberry Days is to whip out 
their phones and get pictures of their favorite Mayberry Days guests, or 
events taking place during the festival. Shooting photos and videos here 
are Terry Smith and Rebecca Smith, of Bannertown, and Christina Smith 
of Mooresville. Christina Smith laughed at learning of Terry and Rebecca’s 
name, saying she’d never met them prior to having their picture shot 
together despite having the same surname.

MAYBERRY
Spirit of

is alive

See MAYBERRY | 18
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www.americanhealthcare-services.com
915 Rockford Street, Mount Airy, NC 27030 • 336-789-2273

Providing In-Home Aide Assistance 
For The Following Programs…

PRIVATE DUTY SERVICES
American Healthcare Services, Inc. offers sitting and companionship, meal preparation, 
light housekeeping, errands, and personal care. We sit privately in hospitals and nursing 

facilities. All caregivers provide socialization, a safe 
environment and support.

Locally Owned & Operated Serving Surry, Yadkin & Stokes Counties

Need Help With a Loved One?
Let Us Help. Call for a few hours or 

up to 24 hours. We Provide the Best. 
In Home Aide Service.

• State Licensed American Healthcare
• Established in present location since 2000
• Random Drug Testing & Pre-Employment Drug Testing
• IHA and CNA
• Referenced, SBI and National Checks Done

• Registered Nurses available for the Aide 24 hours a day
• Active Member of the Association of Home and Hospice Care of NC.
• Member of Alzheimer’s Foundation of America
• Plans in place to cover absences
• Bonded and Insured

70
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In Home-Aide 
Agency 

Long Term Care Insurance

Alzheimer’s and Dementia

Worker’s Compensation

Veterans

Home and Community Block Grant

Family Caregiver Support - Voucher

EPSDT - Medicaid under 21 years old

CAP - Community Alternative Programs

PCS - Personal Care Services
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70053023

711 S. Key St. | Pilot Mountain, NC 27041
Phone: 336-368-2237 | Fax: 336-368-1212

Enjoy a wealth of amenities at 
an affordable price at the Econo 

Lodge Inn & Suites® hotel in Pilot 
Mountain, NC. Our pet-friendly 

hotel is ideally located three miles 
from Pilot Mountain State Park

101 W Main Street, 
Pilot Mountain, NC 27041

336-444-8040 70
05
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73Grace and Sparrow Southern

Grace and Sparrow
Graceandsparrow@gmail.com

DVDs, streaming also on tap for movie’s distribution
By John Peters
jpeters@mtairynews.com

It has taken two years 
since plans were announced, 
but the feature film “May-
berry Man” is now a reality.  
The family friendly movie 
had had a few sneak-peak 
showings thus far, but will 

make its general debut dur-
ing Mayberry Days in Mount 
Airy.

Producers also announced 
a distribution plan which 
will make the movie more 
accessible to the public.

Cort Howell, producer of 
the film, announced recently 
the movie will see its “offi-

cial release” on Sept. 23 at 
Creekside Cinema during 
the 2021 Mayberry Days.

The film is scheduled for 
four showings a day Sept. 23 
- Sept. 26, at 12:30, 3, 5:30, 
and 8 p.m. each day.

“We’ll be doing some meet 
and greets at the theater, 
maybe some Q&A, and we’ll 

even have DVDs, shirts, hats 
and posters for sale at the 
theater,” Howell said.

For folks who simply 
couldn’t wait until this year’s 
Mayberry Days, there were 
a few sneak previews. One 
was Sept. 5 in Danville, In-
diana, which has an annual 
Mayberry Festival and was 

Jan Newsome photo
Floyd the Barber Tribute Artist Allan Newsome (from left) and actors Ashley Elain and Brett Varvel from a scene on the set of Mayberry Man. 

MAYBERRY MAN

release set for Mayberry Days
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John Peters | Mount Airy News
Loaded Goat owner J. Scott Freeman takes a few minutes to chat with 
Carroll (foreground) and Pat Hooker of Mount Airy during the Mayberry 
Man Kickstarter fundraiser launch held at the restaurant on Jan. 15, 2019. 
Several pivotal scenes from the movie were filmed in the Loaded Goat. 

John Peters | Mount Airy News
The Loaded Goat served as the location for several scenes in the movie, here being shot at the restaurant in 
September. 

one of several locations used 
in the movie, and the other 
was a series of daily show-
ings at the Howell Theatre 
in Smithfield, from Sept. 10-
Sept. 16.

The movie follows the 
fictional Chris Stone, a Hol-
lywood A-list star who’s a 
brash, shallow, self-centered 
character who goes through 
life believing rules and re-
sponsibilities don’t apply to 
him. When he’s caught driv-
ing faster than 100 mph in 
a 45 mph zone, the young 
movie star shows as much 
contempt and disrespect for 
the court proceedings as he 
does for most everyone else 
in his life.

That prompts a country 
judge to give Stone an un-
orthodox punishment — the 
hot shot actor is sentenced 
to a week at Mayberry Fest, 
an annual gathering of “The 
Andy Griffith Show” fans 
patterned in large part after 
Mayberry Days.

There, he learns a lot about 
himself, what’s important in 
life, and reconnects with his 
father, a fictional B-list actor 
who appeared in an episode 
or two of “The Andy Griffith 
Show” back in the day.

The Mount Airy, Smith-
field, and Indiana screenings 
won’t be the only way for 
folks to see the movie.

“We know many people 
can’t make it to Mayberry 
Days or to one of our other 
theatrical events,” Howell 
said. So, beginning Oct. 1, 
the DVD will be available 
for purchase at mayberry-
man.com and at weaversde-
partmentstore.com. He said 
the DVD has extra features, 
including a documentary on 
the making of the movie.

He also has plans for dis-
tributing the movie at “se-
lect” theaters around the na-
tion, and it will be available 
for streaming.

“Mayberry Man will be 
available to rent or purchase 
on at least one major stream-
ing platform that everyone 
is familiar with,” he said, 
though Howell said all of the 
contract details had not yet 

been finalized, so he was un-
able to name the service.

The movie grew from a 
visit brothers Cort and Stark 
Howell made to Mayberry 
Days in Mount Airy. The 
two are sons of Hoke How-
ell, a character actor known 
for portraying hillbilly Dud 
Wash on the original series.

Stark Howell, an indepen-
dent filmmaker and Hol-
lywood storyboard artist, 
is serving as the writer and 
director for the film, while 
his brother, Cort, is serving 
as executive producer and 
spokesperson for the project. 
Stark Howell said he was 
inspired to make the movie 
after attending his first May-
berry Days festival in Mount 
Airy a few years back.

“I’ve always been a fan of 
the show, but I was shocked 
to discover the spirit of May-
berry still exists today with-
in the tight-knit Mayberry 
fan community,” Howell 
said in a 2019 interview an-
nouncing the movie. “It’s the 
perfect setting to tell a mod-
ern-day, family-friendly story 
that expresses the virtues of 
the fictitious town of May-

berry that we all fell in love 
with so many years ago.”

Since the two brothers, 
along with Ronnie Schell, 
and their friends — some 
of the show’s original cast 
members (Maggie Peterson 
Mancuso and Clint How-
ard among them) as well as 
children of the original cast 
members, (including Karen 
Knotts, Dixie Griffith and 
George Lindsay) — have 
been busy raising money, 

hiring a cast and crew and 
filming the movie in Mount 
Airy, Indiana, and Los Ange-
les, among other locations.

The movie trailer is avail-
able at https://www.youtube.
com/watch?v=Ja3cQxv9Fws 
and Cort Howell has been 
uploading regular updates 
on the film, including addi-
tional screening details, at 
https://www.youtube.com/
channel/UC1YuKjDB1RO-
hDOB6-uYf9hg.
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Dream Rock Silo

www.dreamrocksilo.com

Dream Rock Silo is a unique 
place to come and stay to relax 

and unwind! It is an old 1950’s 
dairy Barn/Silo in the Appalachian 
Mountains of Virginia that we have 
completely renovated.

We now live here and offer 3 
amazing locations for our guests 
to stay. We have the Creekside 
Bungalow, Rustic Rooster Room and, 

of course, Dream Rock Silo!
Outside, you can expect beautiful 

mountain scenery and a peaceful 
atmosphere, with a calming creek 
that surrounds the property. You 
have traveled, you have explored. 
You have stayed in many places! Now 
its time to stay in one of the coolest 
locations you never knew existed.

About 25 min. from Galax.

karen@dreamrocksilo.com
664 Saddle Creek Road • Independence, VA

276-768-6350 70
05
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Perfect For 
Honeymoon, 
Birthdays & 

Anniversaries

Courtesy Surry Arts Council
Thelma Lou, portrayed by Betty Lynn, plants a few kisses on her beau, 
Deputy Barney Fife, in this publicity shot from “The Andy Griffith Show.” 

Actress Betty Lynn has quiet 
birthday celebration

By John Peters
Mayberry Magazine

America’s sweetheart re-
cently celebrated her 95th 
birthday.

Betty Lynn, who played 
Thelma Lou on “The Andy 
Griffith Show,” quietly 
marked her birthday Aug. 29, 
less than a month before this 
year’s Mayberry Days.

While a party had been 
planned for the weekend at 
Cross Creek Country Club 
in her adopted hometown 
of Mount Airy, with a few 
friends and fans on hand for 
the festivities, the celebra-
tion was cancelled because 
Betty Lynn had been under 
the weather a bit lately. Still, 
she was able to celebrate, get-
ting together with a couple of 
friends and posing for photos 
with an ornament the Surry 
Arts Council created to cele-
brate her milestone birthday.

“Betty is having a quiet 
birthday which is her wish,” 
said Tanya Jones, executive 
director for the arts council 
and one of Betty Lynn’s clos-
est friends, in remarks she 
made at the time of her birth-
day. “She thanks everyone 
for understanding as she is 
regaining her strength.”

While the actor chose to 
mark the occasion quietly as 
she recovered, she enjoyed 
many of the gifts and other 

goodies she received over the 
past couple of weeks leading 
up to the big day.

“Betty is so grateful for 
all of her cards, flowers, bal-
loons, and birthday wishes,” 
Jones said as she discussed 
the birthday. “Visitors are 
limited at this time due to 
pandemic concerns and she 
is unable to take or return 
all of the phone calls. Betty 
continues to enjoy each and 
every card and message that 
is written in them. She wants 
all of her fans and well-wish-
ers to know that she feels so 
blessed.

“She also received a very 
special birthday card and 
note that she treasures from 
Cindi Griffith,” Jones added.

Lynn, of course, is a rock 
star among “The Andy 
Griffith Show” fans, and 
Lynn has said on multiple oc-
casions in recent years how 
much she enjoys interacting 
with fans.

Like many of the show’s 
former stars, she made sev-
eral appearances at Mount 
Airy’s annual Mayberry 
Days, until 2006 flying in 
from her California home. 
That year, upon returning 
from the festival to find the 
home had been burglarized, 
Lynn decided she had had 
all the West Coast living she 
could handle.

So, with Jones’ help, Lynn 

THELMA LOU
turns 95
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moved to Mount Airy, known 
the world over as the real-life 
Mayberry.

Since then she’s been a lo-
cal celebrity, and popular 
among Mayberry fans visit-
ing Mount Airy. Prior to the 
pandemic-related shutdowns 
in 2020, she was a regular at 
the Andy Griffith Museum, 
where she signed autographs 
for fans two Fridays a month. 
On those Fridays, the mu-
seum often had fans lined up 
outside for a chance to meet 
her.

The appreciation is a two-
way street for Lynn. While 
fans are sometimes giddy to 
meet her, she is just as happy 
to meet them.

“I feel happy when I’m with 
them,” the longtime actress 
said of her time with the fans 

during an interview with The 
Mount Airy News in Septem-
ber 2016. “It gives me a tre-
mendous lift. The people are 
so good — they love the show 
so much,” the then-90-year-
old actress said in that inter-
view, when talking of “The 
Andy Griffith Show.” “They 
give you a big lift, actually 
— even if I’m not feeling too 
well. I meet so many people.”

She had hoped to spend 
some time with those fans 
and friends the weekend of 
her birthday celebration — a 
number of them had planned 
to drive in from several states 
to see her — but fans will 
be happy to learn that Betty 
Lynn is feeling better these 
days, and plans to be leading 
the Mayberry Days Parade 
this year.

Simply the Best Since 1964

Call us today for all your real estate 
and auction services in NC and VA!

336.789.2926 • 1.800.442.7906
1310 EMS Drive, Mounty Airy, NC

www.rogersrealty.com

Voted Best Real Estate Company 
& Auction Company

70053103

SOLD

Betty Lynn shows off a keepsake ornament designed for her 95th birthday 
in this picture. The ornaments are available for purchase at the Andy Griffith 
Museum. While Betty was feeling a bit under the weather and not able to 
publicly celebrate her birthday, she is feeling better and plans to be leading 
this year’s Mayberry Days parade. 

Submitted photos
Betty Lynn smiles while showing off one of the many birthday cards she’s 
received over the weeks before her 95th birthday, on Aug. 29. 
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Country singer brings Mayberry bucket list to Mount Airy
By John Peters
Mayberry Magazine

T. Graham Brown has seen 
a lot, and visited a host of dif-
ferent places, over his 40-year 
musical career.

The country music star has 
released 16 albums over the 
years. Nearly two dozen of 
his singles have charted — 11 
in the Top Ten Billboard Hot 
Country Songs, three of which 
made it to No. 1.

Along the way he’s lived the 
life of a musician, staying on 
the road, doing thousands of 
shows all across the United 
States and elsewhere.

Yet sounding more like an 
artist going on his first tour, 
the country music star is 
almost giddy with anticipa-
tion for two of his upcoming 
appearances — both at this 
year’s Mayberry Days.

“I’m super excited to come, I 
really am,” the Nashville, Ten-
nessee resident said recently. 
“I’m not just saying that. I’m 
really excited about it.”

While he is scheduled to 
perform at the Mayberry 
Days Dinner on Sept. 23 and 

at the Historic Earle Theatre 
on Sept. 24, he has his own 
bucket list of what he wants to 
accomplish in Mount Airy.

“I’m going to go to Snappy 
Lunch, get a pork chop sand-
wich, then I’m going to go to 
Floyd’s (barbershop), then I’m 
going to go to one of the stores 
to see if I can get an Andy 
(Taylor) clock.”

He said he’d also love a 
chance to meet Betty Lynn, of 
Thelma Lou fame.

“I would love to hug her 
neck, that would be great,” the 
singer said.

While Brown has had a wild-
ly successful career as a singer, 
when talking about his upcom-
ing visit to Mount Airy, he’s 
far more interested in talking 
about the show, and the people 
from the TV series.

For anyone chatting with 
Brown, it doesn’t take long 
to realize he’s a true fan, not 
someone who is saying that 
simply because that’s what 
Mayberry Days fans want to 
hear.

His tour bus is named Bul-
let Maintenance — a name he 
and his staff gave to the vehi-

cle back in the 1980s, when his 
career was starting to take off.

“Because of Barney’s bul-
let,” he says of the odd name. 
“In one episode, Barney was in 
the bank, and he was getting 
onto Asa the guard, his gun 
was falling apart, so Barney 
was getting on him. And then 
Barney took the bullet from 
his pocket, held it up and said 
‘Now Asa, here is bullet main-
tenance.’”

Brown said he grew up 
watching the show in its origi-
nal run, but really became 
a big fan during his college 
days, attending the University 
of Georgia. There, he began 
watching reruns and fell in 
love with the series.

“We have our own chapter 
of The Andy Griffith Show 
Rerun Watcher’s Club on the 
(tour) bus.”

Though he never had a 
chance to meet Andy Griffith 
or Don Knotts, or most of the 
cast, Brown said while he was 
performing at the Grand Old 
Opry that he did get to meet 
Richard O. Linke, Griffith’s 
manager. Linke was able to 
get a couple of signed photos 

of Griffith for Brown.
The singer also has a Don 

Knotts-signed Vote Fife For 
Sheriff poster from the movie, 
“Return to Mayberry,” cour-
tesy of Jim Clark, one of the 
founders of the original Rerun 
Watcher’s Club.

He was close friends with 
George Lindsey, who played 
Goober on the show.

“I got a lot of my Mayberry 
fix from him,” Brown said. 
“We’d always talk Mayberry. 
He had a watch party over at 
his house for Return to May-
berry…that was really fun.”

Brown said he also has an 
orange and blue letter jacket 
from the fictional Mayberry 
Union High — and just to 
show how deep his Mayberry 
trivia runs, Brown breaks into 
an a cappella version of the 
high school’s song — not miss-
ing a word.

Brown grew up in the small 
town of Arabi, Georgia, in the 
southern portion of the state. 
He describes Arabi as a small 
agricultural town with about 
300 people living there.

“Both sides of my family are 
farmers, we’re kind of used to 

Country music singer T. Graham Brown is a huge The Andy Griffith Show fan, even naming his tour bus “Bullet Maintenance” after a phrase once uttered 
by Barney Fife. Brown, who has had three No. 1 hit singles and more than two dozen charting songs, will be at Mayberry Days this year. (Courtesy photo)

A BIG TIME

Fan
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Sunday, 10/17 & SunDay, 11/ 21
Cruise In

Mayberry
Cool Cars & Rods

Mount Airy 
Downtown 
Christmas 

Parade
Saturday, November 27th at 5pm70
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that lifestyle, I guess, that’s the 
way I grew up.”

While those roots may have 
helped shape his eventual lean-
ing toward country music as 
an artist, he said when sing-
ing — and the occasional song 
writing he does — he draws 
inspiration from a wide variety 
of genres.

“When I was a little boy, I 
had a transistor radio, and I 
would listen to it at night. I 
could pick up stations from all 
over the United States on the 
AM dial…you could hear an 
R&B station out of Nashville, 
a country station out of Loui-
siana, a Top 40 in Fort Wayne, 
Indiana.”

He counts R&B legend Otis 
Redding, country starts John-
ny Cash, George Jones, and Lo-
retta Lynn as influences on his 
music, and he said he’s a big 
fan of far more big-name stars.

“I remember listening to The 
Beatles, the Rolling Stones, 
Paul Revere and the Raiders, 
the Monkees…Aretha Franklin, 
Percy Sledge, I like it all. Frank 
Sinatra I really like a lot, and 

Tony Bennett.”
His own musical develop-

ment wasn’t something he nec-
essarily set out to pursue — in-
stead, it just seemed to come 
naturally.

“I was just goofing around, 
mainly,” he recalls of his child-
hood days. “I’d sing around the 
house, I would sing in church. 
Momma said I sang all the 
time.”

That “goofing around” even-
tually led to working as a mu-
sician, making a living playing 
regular night shows at a Holi-
day Inn in Athens, Georgia.

He married his wife, Sheila, 
in 1980, and two years later 
the two of them moved to 
Nashville, Tennessee, where he 
found work singing advertising 
jingles for a host of local and 
national companies. In 1985 
he released two singles from 
his soon-to-be-released debut 
album, “I Tell It Like It Used 
To Be.”

The first of the singles, 
Drowning in Memories, 
reached 39 in the U.S. Billboard 
Country chart, and his second 

single, “I Tell It Like It Used To 
Be,” shot to No. 7. The follow-
ing year he released the album, 
which peaked at No. 15 on the 
album chart, along with three 
more singles, two of which hit 
No. 1 — and his career was set.

Now, nearly 40 years after 
moving to Nashville, he and his 
wife live just outside of town, 
with a view of rolling country-
side and far-off ridge tops from 

his porch.
Except when the corona-

virus pandemic cancels his 
shows, Brown is still singing, 
still touring, and still trying to 
fill up his Mayberry bucket list 
of things to do and people to 
meet.

And he’s hoping to check off 
a few items on that list soon, 
when he is in Mount Airy for 
the 2021 Mayberry Days.

Country music artist T. Graham Brown will be making his first Mayberry Days 
appearances this year — and he says he is thrilled to be visiting Mount Airy. 
(Courtesy photo)
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Randy Turner

By Randy Turner

October 3, 1960: The day 
that brought us The Andy 
Griffith Show. Fans have been 
celebrating the 60th anniversa-
ry of the classic series since last 
fall, but due to the pandemic, 
many fans are treating this fall 
as a delayed and extended cel-
ebration.

The Andy Griffith Show 
stands alone among the pan-
theon of television series in 
the way it is celebrated by fans. 
While there are other Mayber-
ry-themed events, the primary 
celebration is Mayberry Days, 
held the last full week of Sep-
tember in Griffith’s hometown 
of Mount Airy, North Carolina. 
Mayberry Days is attended by 
around 30,000 fans every year, 
and during the 50th anniver-
sary year, drew as many as 
50,000. No other series has a 
celebration of this magnitude.

Yes, there are Star Trek con-
ventions, for example. But Par-
amount is still producing Star 
Trek properties which funds 
and supports such events. 
Mayberry Days is very much a 
fan-driven event primarily sup-
ported instead by the forward-
thinking Surry Arts Council.

It is a testament to the care 
and craftsmanship that went 
into the production of “The 
Andy Griffith Show” that the 
series remains so popular with 
such an enormous fan base. 
Surely Griffith and the show’s 
producers could never have 
envisioned the show would 
continue to entertain fans more 
than six decades after it pre-
miered and more than 50 years 
after it aired its last episode.

The show endures in popu-
larity for a number of reasons.

Current shows are fast-paced 
with the apparent necessity of 

uproarious laughter roughly 
every 10 seconds. Not in May-
berry.

The Andy Griffith Show has 
a strong nostalgic feel. The se-
ries takes place in the 1960s. 
After all, the small town of 
Mayberry manages to have a 
brand new model squad car 
every year, thanks in reality 
to Ford being a sponsor of the 
show. But Griffith and the pro-
ducers intentionally crafted the 
show to have more of the feel of 
the 1930s, the era of Griffith’s 
own childhood. The court-
house has a candlestick phone. 
Calls are made by asking Sarah, 
the town operator, to make the 
connection. Life is portrayed 
as a simpler time when relax-
ing on the front porch is com-
mon. These porch scenes often 
do not advance the storyline of 
an episode but make the series 
seem more like real life. These 
slower-paced scenes are among 
fans’ favorites yet would likely 
never be part of a current show.

It is easy to flippantly criti-
cize such a nostalgic approach 
as being a longing for a past 
that never truly was and a re-
fusal to accept reality. How-
ever, doctors state that such 
nostalgia is a healthy view that 
can improve a person’s mood 
and mental health. Watching an 
episode of The Andy Griffith 
Show is a virtual guarantee that 
your spirits will be lifted, a fact 
as true now as it was in 1960.

This nostalgic view is re-
inforced by the evergreen ap-
proach taken by the series’ 
creators. It has the feel of the 
1930s because there are next to 
no references made to current 
events or popular culture at the 
time. The Andy Griffith Show 
aired during one of the more 
turbulent times in our country’s 
history. The Vietnam War was 

raging, there were riots and 
people fighting for civil rights. 
There were political assassina-
tions. But not in Mayberry.

The series acted as a respite 
from real-world struggles. 
Occasionally a current refer-
ence slipped in, such as Bar-
ney commenting that the hot 
weather must be the result of 
“the bomb,” a reference to the 
public’s common concern at 
the time over possible effects 
of atomic bomb testing fallout. 
But such references are by far 
the exception and not the rule. 
Mayberry was intentionally 
created to be a timeless form 
of escapism in the best sense of 
the word.

Much of the humor in current 
sitcoms is based on one charac-
ter in some way tearing down 
another. Not in Mayberry.

Mayberry is a place where the 
residents genuinely care for one 
another. In The Andy Griffith 
Show, Andy Taylor consistently 
allows his deputy Barney Fife 
to take credit for accomplish-
ments that were actually made 
by Andy so as not to hurt Bar-
ney’s feelings or fragile ego. 
Even when Andy teases Barney 
or pulls a prank on him when he 
finds him sleeping on the job, it 
is always good-natured and not 
cruel or humiliating.

While Barney is much more 
childlike in his approach to life, 
he cares just as much for Andy. 
For example, in “The Club-
men” when The Esquire Club 
offers membership to Andy 
but not to Barney, Andy turns 
down the invitation since he 
knows the effect his acceptance 
would have on Barney. When 
Barney later learns that an in-
vitation was only offered to one 
of them, he is upset and—being 
Barney—assumes that he was 
invited while Andy was not. 

That alone is funny, but Barney 
immediately demonstrates the 
same caring when he sits down 
to write a letter of resignation. 
He cares too much for Andy to 
ever belong to a club that won’t 
have his friend as a member.

Many shows today seem to 
lack a consistent moral com-
pass. Not in Mayberry.

The Andy Griffith Show is 
never preachy. Rather, it consis-
tently provides moral lessons 
by showing characters that care 
for one another and treat oth-
ers well, rather than a didactic, 
heavy-handed message tacked 
on at the end of an episode. The 
viewer gets the moral message 
by simply observing the charac-
ters and the way they treat one 
another.

The subtlety of such an ap-
proach works thanks in large 
part to the excellence of both 
the writing and acting. The 
series was often written by 
writers working in pairs. Their 
work resulted in several Writ-
er’s Guild of America Awards. 
Undoubtedly, a factor that con-
tributed greatly to this was se-
ries creator Sheldon Leonard’s 
hiring of Aaron Ruben. Ruben 
was not hired simply to be the 
story consultant (head writer). 
He also served as a producer, 
being in charge of the show’s 
creative direction. Modern se-
ries now usually have “show-
runners” who do much the 
same, but some argue that Aar-
on Ruben on The Andy Griffith 
Show was the first of what 

THE UNDYING POPULARITY
of the Andy Griffith Show
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Mount Pilot
Antique Mall

Downtown 107-109 E Main Street
Pilot Mountain, North Carolina

336-368-1617
New Items Arriving Daily!

For More Information on Open Hours,  Events,  Weddings,  & More Visit :
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364 BEAST TRAIL,  MOUNT AIRY,  NC 27030   |    336-525-WINE (9463)

 Tucked into the Blue Ridge Mountains, 
Serre Vineyards’ tasting room offers an inviting 

atmosphere, stunning views, and indoor 
& outdoor seating. Our selection of Yadkin 

Valley wines is available by the bottle, glass, 
or as a tasting or flight: perfect for sharing. 

Life is meant to be celebrated. Life is meant to be celebrated. 
Celebrate together at Serre.

70053051

Courtesy Surry Arts Council
The Andy Griffith Show has definitely stood the test of time for a number 
of reasons, but author Randy Turner believes two of those reasons are the 
fact that the humor was plot-driven, rather than character driven; and the 
characters in the show were more true-to-life and clearly cared about one 
another. While modern shows don’t often follow those ideas, they worked for 
The Andy Griffith Show, with the series retaining its popularity more than 
five decades after leaving the air.

came to be called “hyphenates” 
as he was hired as the show’s 
writer-producer. While Griffith 
and Leonard often reviewed 
some scripts and made sugges-
tions, all scripts passed through 
Ruben’s typewriter for a final 
polish and assurance they would 
be consistent with his vision of 
the series. It is no wonder that 
Ruben is often described as the 
driving force behind the show.

The Andy Griffith Show was 
never afraid to have quiet, seri-
ous moments and even the occa-
sional serious storyline, such as 
“Opie the Birdman” when Opie 
has to deal with the ramifica-
tions of having carelessly killed 
a mama bird with his slingshot 
leaving three young birds with-
out their mother just as Opie is 
without his mother. Again, such 
extended serious scenes are un-
heard of in modern sitcoms.

“Opie the Birdman” also 
serves as an example of the ex-
cellence in the acting seen in the 
series. Ronny Howard was an 
incredible child actor and was 
surrounded by strong actors, 
whether they were the regular 
cast or many of the wonderful 
guest actors who appeared in 
the series.

Most modern series rely on 
characters that are not all that 
three-dimensional, often relying 
on plot twists or machinations 
for humor. Not in Mayberry.

The humor in The Andy 
Griffith Show is character-driv-
en. Many lines of dialogue in 
the show in and of themselves 
are not necessarily funny. It is 
the actor’s delivery of the line 
that makes it hilarious. In “Ser-
mon for Today,” when Gomer is 

urged to not be in such a rush 
and to sit down and relax, it is 
Jim Nabor’s delivery of the line 
“Crazy. I guess I just wasn’t 
thinking” that makes it so fun-
ny, not the actual line itself.

Andy Griffith famously said 
that if something sounded like 
a joke, toss it out. He realized 
the importance of the character-
driven nature of the show and 
made sure it stayed that way.

This form of story-telling 
makes for a much richer experi-
ence. The characters seem more 
real to the viewer, especially as 
they inhabit what appears to be a 
real place. The decision to shoot 
the show with a single camera 
instead of on a soundstage in 
front of an audience was vital. 
In reality, the episodes may 
have been filmed in a studio or 
on the Desilu backlot in front of 
facades held up by scaffolding 
that only represented real build-
ings, but it looked like real-life. 
The show also masterfully re-
ferred to characters repeatedly 
who were never actually seen, 
making it seem to be a fully 
populated place. As a result, the 
town of Mayberry seems incred-
ibly real to fans.

These are only a few of the 
reasons the show’s popularity 
has never waned. But there is 
an underlying core value that 
is present in every point dis-
cussed.

Griffith often said that what 
The Andy Griffith Show was 
really about was love. That is 
precisely why the show will 
continue to be popular for many 
years to come.

Randy Turner is the author of Mayberry 

Firsts and the upcoming Mayberry 
Travel Guide. He is the editor of and a 
contributor to 60 Years of Mayberry and 
creator of the Mayberry Day-by-Day desk 

calendar. Randy is also the founder of 
The Andy Griffith Show Ambassadors 
Program. Information can be found at 
www.mayberrybooks.com.
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1901 South Main St Mt. Airy, NC 27030
Take Outs: 336-786-7082

www.thederbyrestaurant.com
70053030

Celeb
rating Serving You for 84 YearsCeleb
rating Serving You for 84 YearsOpen for Dine-In Service

3594 Turkey Knob Road Fries, VA 24330
276-744-3337 | candblumber1@yahoo.com

Mark Carrico - Sales

In addition, we stock construction hardware for log homes.
Our team also offers 

other services, such as cutting dovetail and false corners, hand 
hewing, and creating natural hand-peeled posts.

What We Do
We are a manufacturer of a wide variety of log home 

materials. These include but are not limited to:

• Milled Logs
• Log Siding
• Tongue and Groove

• Heavy Timber Beams
• Cedar Railing

www.candblumber.com

 Your comprehensive guide to 
live concerts, shows, and other 
entertainment in Mount Airy 
and the surrounding communi-
ties. For additional information 
on all Surry Arts Council Sum-
mer Concert Series shows, per-
formances at The Historic Earle 
Theatre, or shows at The Andy 
Griffith Playhouse, please see 
http://www.surryarts.org/sur-
ryart/index.html. Please call 
ahead for any show to confirm it 
is going on as planned, particu-
larly before setting out for those 
shows that are some distance 
from Mount Airy.

Editor’s Note: While we do 
our best to bring you the most 
up-to-date concert listings 
and events, the COVID-19 
pandemic has put every pub-
lic event in doubt. This cal-
endar includes many planned 
events through early Novem-
ber. However, all activities 
are subject to postponement, 
cancellation, or a change in 
start time, and limited seat-
ing based upon public health 
needs and governmental or-
ders. Please call ahead to en-
sure an event is still planned 
before traveling to attend.

CONCERTS
Note: For tickets to all con-

certs that are part of the Surry 
Arts Council Concert Series 
or the Blue Ridge And Be-
yond series, or to purchase sea-
son tickets, visit https://www.
surryarts.org/shows/menu.html, 
or call 336-786-7998.

September 21
The Legacy Motown Re-

vue. This group takes you back 
to the days of The Drifters, The 
Coasters, The Jacksons, Earth 
Wind & Fire, The Temptations, 
and so many more legendary 
icons. Admission is $15 or a 
Summer Concert Series season 
pass for these shows, one taking 
place at 7 p.m. and the second at 
9 p.m. Seating is limited, those 
planning to attend will need to 
specify in advance which show. 
Those attending the concert 
are encouraged to take lounge 
chairs. Concessions will be 
available for purchase.

September 22
The Embers featuring 

Craig Woolard, one of the more 
popular bands in the Mayberry 
area, will be at the Blackmon 
Amphitheatre, taking the stage 
at 7 p.m. and then again at 9 
p.m. Admission is $15 or a 
Summer Concert Series season 
pass. Seating is limited, those 
planning to attend will need to 

specify in advance which show. 
Those attending the concert 
are encouraged to take lounge 
chairs. Concessions will be 
available for purchase.

September 23
Band of Oz, makes a return 

to Mount Airy, bringing its pop-
ular brand of Beach Music to the 
Blackmon Amphitheatre stage 
beginning at 7:30 p.m. in this 
special Mayberry Days concert. 
Admission is $15 or a season 
pass to the Surry Arts Council 
Summer Concert Series. Those 
attending the concert are en-
couraged to take lounge chairs.

***
Leroy Mack McNees & 

Friends Bluegrass Mayberry 
Style at The Andy Griffith 
Playhouse at 1 p.m. LeRoy 
Mack, who appeared on The 
Andy Griffith Show, returns to 
Mayberry Days, bringing with 
him some of the best pickers 
in the land to create some hot 
licks, lots of smiles, stories, 
and a good time for all. This 
year’s show will be at the Andy 
Griffith Playhouse. Tickets are 
$25. Visit http://www.surryarts.
org/shows/blueridgebeyond.
html for more information or to 
purchase tickets.

September 24
Mayberry Melodies will per-

form this special Mayberry Days 

What’s Happening In

MAYBERRY?



M
AYBERRY M

AGAZINE •
 FALL 2021 | 17

HOME OF THE
WORLD FAMOUS
PORK CHOP
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SNAPPY
LUNCH125 N. Main St. | Mt. Airy, N.C 27030

336) 786-4931 | thesnappylunch.com

The Signature 

Sandwich of 

Locals and 

Visitors alike!

70053026

Mon., Tues., Wed. & Fri. 6:00am-1:45pm
Thurs. & Sat.  6:00am-1:15pm

70053098

concert at the Historic Earle 
Theatre beginning at 11:30 a.m. 
This exciting show celebrates 
and performs many of your fa-
vorite songs from Mayberry. 
You are sure to come away 
from Mayberry Melodies with 
a brand new perspective and 
appreciation for the music that 
was chosen to be performed on 
your favorite TV show. Tickets: 
Reserved Seats $30; Orchestra 
Seats $25; Balcony Seats $20. 
Visit http://www.surryarts.org/
shows/blueridgebeyond.html 
for more information or to pur-
chase tickets.

***
Doug Dillard Tribute Concert 

featuring Rodney Dillard and 
the Dillard Band will take the 
stage at Andy Griffith Playhouse 
beginning at 2 p .m. Rodney Dil-
lard, one of the original Darling 
Boys from The Andy Griffith 
Show, returns with his band 
to Mayberry Days for another 
bluegrass concert, filled with 
songs performed on the show 
and original Dillards hits. Tick-
ets are Preferred Seats $50; Or-
chestra Seats $45. Visit http://
www.surryarts .org/shows/
blueridgebeyond.html for more 
information or to purchase tick-
ets.

***

T. Graham Brown will be 
on stage at the Historic Earle 
Theatre for his first-ever May-
berry Days appearance at the 
theater beginning at 7 p.m. The 
artist has recorded more than 
15 studio albums and charted 
more than 28 singles on the Bill-
board and Gospel charts. Six of 
these singles reached Number 
One and eight more reached 
the Top Ten. Tickets: Preferred 
Seats $45; Balcony Seats $38. 
Visit http://www.surryarts.org/
shows/blueridgebeyond.html 
for more information or to pur-
chase tickets.

***
Tim White & Troublesome 

Hollow: “Tribute To Mayberry” 
at the Historic Earle Theatre 
beginning at 9 p.m. Trouble-
some Hollow is a bluegrass and 
Americana band from Hickory 
Tree, Tennessee. The band has 
been together for many years 
performing all across the east-
ern United States. The band 
performs everything from hard 
driving traditional bluegrass to 
newgrass, old time music, bal-
lads as well as Americana and 
comedy. They have six record-
ings to their credit as well as 
appearing on many television 
shows and recently on Song 
of the Mountains seen across 

America on public television 
(PBS). Tim White has hosted 
Song of the Mountains since 
its beginning in 2005. Tim also 
hosts his nationally syndicated 
radio show “The Tim White 
Bluegrass Show” across Amer-
ica on 60 plus radio stations. 
Tickets are $15. Visit http://
www.surryarts.org/shows/blu-
eridgebeyond.html for more in-
formation or to purchase tickets.

September 25
Michael Hoover: “Memo-

ries of Elvis” at the Andy 
Griffith Playhouse beginning 
at 2 p.m. Michael Hoover re-
turns to Mayberry Days with 
another show full of music and 
memories of Elvis Presley. You’ll 
hear all the favorites from El-
vis’ favorite gospel songs to the 
hits that made him the King of 
Rock-n-Roll. Tickets: Preferred 
Seats $25; Orchestra Seats $20. 
Visit http://www.surryarts.org/
shows/blueridgebeyond.html 
for more information or to pur-
chase tickets.

***
The Isaacs will be in concert 

at the Historic Earle Theatre 
in a show which begins at 7:30 
p.m. The multi-award winning 
family group have a unique style 
that blends tight family harmo-
ny with contemporary acoustic 

instrumentation that appeals 
to a variety of audiences. They 
perform frequently at the Grand 
Ole Opry and travel internation-
ally throughout the year to per-
form to welcoming fans across 
the world. They have been 
nominated at and performed on 
the Dove Awards, IBMA (Inter-
national Bluegrass Music As-
sociation) and NQC (National 
Quartet Convention) Awards, 
the ICMA Awards (Inspirational 
Christian Country). The Isaacs 
have won 7 Doves in various 
categories and have had several 
Grammy nominations in their 
career. Tickets: Preferred Seat-
ing $60; Orchestra Seats $55; 
Balcony Seats $40.

September 26
The Lisemby Family will 

be giving a free concert at the 
Blackmon Amphitheatre begin-
ning at 6:30 p.m. The Lisemby 
Family consists of three genera-
tions of Lisembys - all family - 
traveling together presenting 
the Gospel by way of live uplift-
ing music and singing. Every-
one is welcome to come out and 
enjoy this free concert.

October 8
Chelsea Sorrell and Run-

away Train will be offering 

See CALENDAR | 18
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a free concert, in conjunction 
with Autumn Leaves Festival, 
at the Blackmon Amphitheatre 
beginning at 7:30 p.m.

October 9
Craig Southern & Phoenixx 

will be offering a free concert as 

part of Autumn Leaves Festival 
beginning at 7:30 p.m. at the 
Blackmon Amphitheatre.

November 5
Rhonda Vincent and The 

Rage will be on stage at the His-
toric Earle Theatre as part of the 
Blue Ridge and Beyond series, 
in a show that begins at 7:30 
p.m. Preferred Seat Tickets are 
$55; Orchestra Tickets $50; Bal-
cony Tickets $35. Anyone who 

already has a ticket the show 
which was canceled last year 
can use that ticket for this per-
formance. Anyone wanting a re-
fund should call 336.786.7998. 
For more information, or to pur-
chase tickets, visit

Weekly Events
Experience the Merry-Go-

Round, the second-longest 
continuously running live radio 
broadcast in the nation, with a 

live show every Saturday at The 
Historic Earle Theatre from 11 
a.m. to 1:30 p.m. each week. 
Doors open at 10:30 a.m. Ad-
mission is $8 or a Merry-Go-
Round Annual Pass is $20, or a 
current Surry Arts Council sea-
son pass. Some shows have been 
moved from the Earle as a result 
of the spread of COVID-19. Call 
ahead to ensure show is still 
planned.

From page 17

Calendar

spiration for Mayberry, to 
catch the shows, visit with 
old friends, attend the pa-
rade, and bask in the general 
good, old-fashioned welcom-
ing spirit of Mayberry Days.

But the fans won’t be the 
only ones who will be mak-
ing a return.

Last year many of the 
show’s former stars, along 
with musical guests and en-
tertainers who usually make 
it to event, were not able to 
visit because of COVID-19 
health concerns and travel 
restrictions.

This year, many of them 
will be returning. While 
plans can always change, 
those actors who appeared in 
the show scheduled to be at 
the event include Betty Lynn, 
who, of course, played Thel-
ma Lou; Rodney Dillard who 
was one of The Darling Boys; 
Ronnie Schell, who played 
two separate guest roles be-
fore going on to be a regular 
in the spin-off series “Gomer 
Pyle, U.S.M.C.”; Margaret 
Kerry who portrayed Helen 
Scobey and Bess Muggins; 
Dennis Rush, who played 
Howie Pruitt; Calvin Peeler, 
who portrayed Martin on 
“Mayberry RFD”; LeRoy 
Mack McNees of The Coun-
try Boys; Joy Ellison, who 
portrayed a number of dif-
ferent child roles; and Clint 
Howard, the tiny peanut but-
ter and jelly sandwich-chew-
ing cowboy, Leon.

Others planing to attend in-
clude Karen Knotts, daughter 

of Don Knotts; Dick Atkins, 
the producer of the movie 
“Murder in Coweta County” 
which starred Andy Griffith 
and Johnny Cash; and Laura 
Hagen, widow of the show’s 
music director, Earl Hagen.

That doesn’t even touch 
on the numerous musical art-
ists who will be in concert, 
comedians giving family-
friendly performances, along 
with talks and lectures, and 
local landmarks such as The 
Andy Griffith Museum, the 
Old-Time Music Heritage 
Hall, and The Andy Griffith 
Playhouse being open to the 
public.

While the cast of guests 
and stage acts might vary 
from year to year, and the 
crowds may swell or shrink 
a bit from one festival to 
the next, there is one con-
stant, as described by Keith 
Thibodeaux, who as a child 
made multiple appearances 
on the show as Johnny Paul 
Jason. While he is not sched-
uled to attend the 2021 May-
berry Days, his words from a 
few years ago still ring true, 
when he was addressing the 
festival’s opening ceremony.

“It’s a blessing to be here, 
to visit…I’ll call it Mayber-
ry…here in Mount Airy,” he 
said. “I can come here, it feels 
like Mayberry. This is a place 
my wife and I can walk down 
Main Street, sit on a bench, 
eat ice cream without a care 
in the world, where every-
thing seems right.”

“You are what makes that,” 
he said to the show’s fans 
crowded into the Blackmon 
Amphitheatre that day. “You 
are Mayberry.”

For a complete listing of 
shows and related events dur-
ing the 2021 Mayberry Days, 

visit https://www.surryarts.
org/mayberrydays/index.
html

From page 6

Mayberry

Bill Morrison, of Stafford, Virginia, takes a picture of Betty Lynn, passing in 
a float during in the 2019 Mayberry Days parade. The Thelma Lou actress 
is scheduled to lead this year’s parade as well.

Photos by John Peters | Mayberry Magazine
Rodney Dillard, one of the Darling Boys from The Andy Griffith Show, 
gestures toward the audience as he speaks about the family values woven 
into the show, and still treasured by its fans, during one of the opening 
ceremonies for the annual Mayberry Days festival. That opening ceremony 
is one of the few times during the festival when all of the Mayberry Days 
guests, local officials, and some of the musical acts slated to perform 
during the week, are together onstage.
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M U L L I N S
PAWN SHOP & JEWELERS

1911 Caudle Drive • Mount Airy  •  336-786-6417 • 336-789-7109
mullinspawn.com

IF YOU NEED A DOLLAR,GIVE MULLINS A HOLLAR

Mayberry’s Oldest Pawn Shop!

70052874

1. Who was the security guard 
at Mayberry Security Bank (his 
full name), how many jobs did 
he have in Mayberry, and who 
was the actor who played this 
character?

***
2. “This is big, Andy. This 

is big!” In which episode did 
Deputy Barney Fife utter these 
words to Andy? What was so 
big?

***
3. This month Mount Airy, 

the real-life hometown of Andy 
Griffith, is celebrating May-
berry Days. What year did May-
berry Days begin, and why did 
it start that year?

***
4. In the episode “The Club-

men,” Andy is invited to join 
an exclusive organization in Ra-
leigh. What was the name of the 
club, and did Andy join?

***
5. Over the course of Don 

Knotts’ five years on the show, 
Deputy Fife arrested many peo-
ple. Who was the most promi-
nent citizen Barney locked up 
(hint, the person was a politi-
cian)? What was he charged 
with? And, how long was the 
person in jail?

***
6. While most fans know 

Mayberry is a fictional town set 
in North Carolina, that wasn’t 
always the case. The creators of 
the show, Sheldon Leonard and 
Aaron Ruben, along with Danny 
Thomas, did not want the show 
set in North Carolina, and the 
first days of set work and film-
ing did not reference North Car-
olina. How did the show eventu-
ally come to be set in that state? 
Where was it initially set?

ANSWERS
1. Asa Breeney was the guard 

at Mayberry Security Bank, 
whose bullets had gone unused 
(and uncleaned) for so long 
they were green and moldy. Asa 
was also shown as the security 
guard at Weaver’s Department 
Store and worked as a clerk at 
Mayberry Hotel. The charac-
ter was played by Charles P. 
Thompson.

***
2. In A Black Day for May-

berry, Barney discovers there 
is a shipment of gold, worth $7 
million, scheduled to be driven 
through Mayberry in an ar-
mored truck, thus his exclama-
tion to Andy. The sheriff swore 
Barney to secrecy, so naturally 

the deputy let it out — result-
ing in an almost carnival-like 
atmosphere as most of the town 
turned out to see the truck drive 
through town.

***
3. Mayberry Days, which was 

developed and still managed by 
The Surry Arts Council, got its 
start in 1990, although then it 
was a single Mayberry Day festi-
val. The arts council started the 
event as a one-time celebration 
of The Andy Griffith Show’s 
30th anniversary, but proved 
so popular it became an annual 
event, growing so that now the 
festival lasts more than three 
days, with a whole week’s worth 
of related concerts and events 
drawing, in some estimations, 
as many as 30,000 people to the 
town.

***
4. It was the Esquire Club, 

and while the members wanted 
Andy as a member, they reject-
ed Barney. As a result, Andy 
declined the club’s invitation. 
Barney, upon learning just one 
of them had been accepted, as-
sumed Andy was the odd man 
out and proceeded to give the 
club a piece of his mind when 
rejecting the group’s supposed 
invitation to him.

***
5. In the episode Andy Saves 

Barney’s Morale, Andy has to 
leave town for the day to testify 
in a court case, leaving Barney 
as the chief law enforcement of-
ficial for the day. As you might 
imagine, that did not go well. 
Barney ended up arresting so 
many people — including Aunt 
Bee and Opie — that the jail 
cell was packed like a can of 

sardines. The most prominent 
of the Mayberry citizens who 
spent part of their day locked 
up was none other than Mayor 
Pike, who was charged with A 
Code 438 — Vagrancy and Loi-
tering. The mayor spent most of 
that day in jail, waiting on Andy 
—the Justice of the Peace — to 
return so he could rule on each 
charge.

***
6. Sheldon Leonard and Aar-

on Ruben actually never wanted 
it to be state-specific, the duo 
just wanted Mayberry to be a 
little sleepy town in the South. 
Andy Griffith pushed for the 
show to be set in North Caroli-
na, a request they at first reject-
ed. But, as the show was being 
filmed, while still in character as 
Sheriff Taylor, Andy continually 
made references to North Caro-
lina cities while filming —men-
tioning Raleigh and Asheville 
often. Soon enough, his not-so-
subtle attempts at influencing 
the two worked, and Mayberry 
became a North Carolina town.

MAYBERRY?
So you think you know

Andy Griffith Trivia
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1431 West Pine Street, Mt. Airy, NC 27030

336-786-6240
www.mtairyequipmentco.com
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