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The region’s ONLY comprehensive guide to entertainment, 

fun, and all things Mayberry, reaching more than 40,000 

local residents AND tourists with each edition!
Published by The Mount Airy News

319 N. Renfro Street, Mount Airy, NC 27030

Cover Story — 
Festivalville
Mount Airy — Andy Griffith’s hometown — is known wide and 

far as the real-life Mayberry. The town might be just as well 

known as Festivalville, with folks flocking to the town for a host 

of fairs, festivals, and conventions.
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Glimpse to the Past? 
Mount Airy’s ever-growing Mayberry Cool Cars and Rods 

Cruise-In draws people from all over North Caroina and 

surrounding states, folks hoping for a glimpse back into 

America’s classic auto and muscle car eras — and visitors are 

never disappointed.
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What To Do, What To Do…
They’re back! Concerts, live stage productions, conventions, 

festivals, and all sorts of get-togethers. COVID-19 may have 

shut down many of Mayberry’s activities during 2020, but they 

are back with a vengence this year, with more events than you 

can shake a stick at.
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So, You Think You Know The 
Andy Griffith Show?
Well, let’s see just how deep your knowledge runs. Test your 

Andy Griffith knowledge with our Mayberry Trivia Quiz!
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Travel in style in

The All New 2021
   LINCOLN AVIATOR

Lincoln Aviator model shown. Available at certified EV dealers only.
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Scenic Lincoln
Hwy 601, Mount Airy, NC 27030
336-789-9591   
sceniclincoln.com

Lincoln Co-Pilot 360 Plus Package
3.0L Engine, V-6
Mode Select Transmission
Power Lift Gate
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HOME OF THE
WORLD FAMOUS
PORK CHOP
SANDWICH

SNAPPY
LUNCH

The Signature 

Sandwich of 

Locals and 

Visitors alike!

70050174

Mon., Tues., Wed. & Fri. 6:00am-1:45pm
Thurs. & Sat.  6:00am-1:15pm

125 N. Main St. | Mt. Airy, N.C 27030
336) 786-4931 | thesnappylunch.com
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Step Back in Time
& Visit Our Many Vendors

Furniture - Toys - Pottery & Glassware - Coca Cola
Auto Parts and Accessories - Coins - Memorabilia - Gas Signs

70
05
11
37

Mount Pilot
Antique Mall

Downtown 107-109 E Main Street
Pilot Mountain, North Carolina

336-368-1617
New Items Arriving Daily!
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By John Peters
Mayberry Magazine

Mount Airy might be 
known as the real-life May-
berry, the town Andy Griffith 
used to model much of his 
fictional Mayberry, but that 
is far from Mount Airy’s only 
claim to fame.

It could almost be known as 
Festival Town, and now that 
COVID-19 restrictions have 
largely been lifted, many of 
those celebratory gatherings 
are happening again.

Of course, for The Andy 
Griffith Show fans, perhaps 
the most important festival 
in the country is the annual 
Mayberry Days gathering in 
September, when fans from 
across the U.S. — and occa-
sionally from other parts of 
the world — arrive in Mount 
Airy to celebrate the show.

The Surry Arts Council, 
which puts on the week-long 
Mayberry celebration, did 
hold a Mayberry Days in 2020 
which drew several thousand 

folks, but pandemic regula-
tions severely limited the 
number of people who could 
attend the various events, and 
the usual guests associated 
with the show were not on 
hand for the gathering.

Still, many fans did come 
to celebrate the show, and 
according to Tanya Jones, 
executive director for the 
arts council, the event has, in 
some ways, perhaps outgrown 
the show.

“I think ‘Mayberry’ has 
gone beyond ‘The Andy 
Griffith Show’ to represent 
the iconic small town,” Jones 
said recently. “At this post-
pandemic time, that makes 
Mount Airy more important 
than ever as small towns are 
the primary destination for 
tourists. A simpler time has 
more value than ever and that 
is what ‘The Andy Griffith 
Show’ embodies. Ideal or not, 
it’s definitely something that 
we all want and cherish. It’s 
a brand that any town would 
love to have and we all need 

Mount Airy becoming 
Home of the Festivals

John Peters | Mayberry Magazine
Part of the charm of the many festivals in Mount Airy is the joy experienced 
by children and their families. Here, in a photo from the 2019 Autumn 
Leaves Festival, 4-year-old Eli Hamby, of Mount Airy, can barely contain his 
excitement while waiting for Mark “Mr. Pokeeto” Donnell to finish making a 
balloon animal for the youngster, while his brother, Dominick Hamby, 6, (to 
the left) waits his turn under the watchful eye of their grandfather, Chad 
Hilton.

Tom Joyce | Mayberry Magazine
Main Street in downtown Mount Airy boasts wall-to-wall tractors during the 
2019 Farmfest. 

MAYBERRY?
More Than
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to continue to be grateful 
to Andy Griffith for sharing 
Mount Airy traits with the 
world.”

It’s such a strong brand 
that a number of other towns 
around the nation have tried 
to start their own festivals 
built around the show, but 
the Johnny-come-lately ef-
forts have a bit of a disadvan-
tage when competing with 
Mount Airy.

“Mayberry Days has a long 
history,” said Randy Collins, 
president and CEO of the 
Greater Mount Airy Cham-
ber of Commerce. While ac-
knowledging the other May-
berry-like events, he said the 
one in Mount Airy routinely 
brings visitors from around 
the world.

“I’ve been told ours is one 
of the best attended, and 
obviously the birthplace of 
Andy Griffith. We think there 
is only one real Mayberry fes-
tival,” he said.

From its beginnings 31 
years ago as a single-day 
event, Mayberry Days has 
grown to a full week of ac-
tivities. This year the festival 

and related activities will be 
spread out Sept. 20-Sept. 26 
— with a few concerts start-
ing even earlier.

Jones said because the 
pandemic is still present, 
planning is a little more chal-
lenging. Some of the annual 
special guests — those asso-
ciated with the show, or rela-
tives of those from the show 
— want to come but cannot 
yet make firm commitments 
until closer to the dates.

“We moved all 2020 May-
berry Days events to 2021. 
The Surry Arts Council has 
concerts and events sched-
uled from the 17th through 
the 26th,” she said. “Collin 
Raye was scheduled to per-
form during Mayberry Days 
2020. He had a conflict for 
the 25th so we booked him 
on the 18th to start the May-
berry celebration early. We 
have had calls that folks are 
coming into town from other 
states that weekend to see 
him.

“We are having T. Gra-
ham Brown entertain at the 
Mayberry Days Dinner on 
Thursday at Cross Creek and 

he will be in concert at the 
Earle on Friday night. Lots 
of things are in progress at 
this point and guests are be-
ing added each week. Collin 
Raye and T. Graham Brown 
are big Mayberry fans so this 
will be a huge treat for May-
berry fans, country music 
fans, and comedy fans.”

While Mayberry Days can 
bring tens of thousands of 
fans to Mount Airy, and has 
grown to a major undertak-
ing, it is not the largest of the 
events held in Mount Airy.

That comes two weeks lat-
er, over the second full week-
end in October, when the an-
nual Autumn Leaves Festival 
gets underway.

While the festival was can-
celed in 2020, the Mount 
Airy chamber plans to bring 
back the event — which has 
been known to bring as many 
as 200,000 people to the 
town for the three-day gath-
ering — this year.

Collins said the festival is 
known for the more than 200 
craft and food vendors who 
set up, along with more than 
three dozen live bands who 

perform, but he said com-
ments from people — espe-
cially in light of last year’s 
cancellation — have driven 
home to him the festival is so 
much more.

“This event means a lot to 
a lot of different people and a 
lot of different groups in the 
community,” he said. “There 
are people who have grown 
up in Mount Airy who came 
to this every year, it’s a family 
event. Families are very con-
nected to this event.

“Families actually organize 
family reunions for that week-
end, all their family comes to 
town…then they all go down 
to the festival. It not only 
means a lot to the businesses 
and vendors, it is a commu-
nity event.”

“There are people from all 
over the country who visit 
our town for this,” said Tra-
vis Frye, program and events 
director and Autumn Leaves 
Festival director. He said 
many who make what they 
expect to be a one-time visit 
to the festival end up coming 

John Peters | Mayberry Magazine
A group of musicians from five different states put together a jam session, playing music, sharing stories and telling a few jokes along the way before the 
start of the 2021 Mount Airy Blue Grass and Old Time Fiddlers Convention. They are, clockwise, starting with the standing guitar player in the foreground, 
Danny Knicely of Lovettsville, Virginia, Steve Staneslau, Billy Hurt from Boones Mill, Virginia, Tom Mindty from Maryland, Colby Helms from Boones Mill, 
Donnie Dobro (standing in the background) from Mount Airy, Willie Marschner from Northern Virginia, Dany Bureau from Connecticut, and Bremen Ernst 
from Philadelphia. Also playing with the group but just outside the photo frame is Ettore Guzzini from Mooresville. 
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711 S. Key St. | Pilot Mountain, NC 27041
Phone: 336-368-2237 | Fax: 336-368-1212

Enjoy a wealth of amenities at 
an affordable price at the Econo 

Lodge Inn & Suites® hotel in Pilot 
Mountain, NC. Our pet-friendly 

hotel is ideally located three miles 
from Pilot Mountain State Park

www.candblumber.com

3594 Turkey Knob Road Fries, VA 24330
276-744-3337 | candblumber1@yahoo.com
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Mark Carrico - Sales

A Better Way To

• Milled Logs
• Log Siding
• Heavy Timber Beams
• Cedar Railing
• Tongue and Groove

What We Do
We are a manufacturer of a wide 
variety of log home materials. These 
include but are not limited to:
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Mayberry Cruise-In a hit with fans, car collectors
By John Peters
jpeters@mtairynews.com

One of the more popular 
events in Mount Airy is the 
regular Mayberry Cool Cars 
and Rods Cruise-In. After a 
one-year hiatus because of the 
coronavirus pandemic, the 
cruise in returned in June and 
all it took was a quick glance 
down Main Street in Mount 
Airy — or most any side 
street — to see people were 
glad to see the show back.

The streets were packed, 
and classic car owners and 
fans were almost giddy to be 
back in Mount Airy after the 
series was cancelled last year 
because of the COVID-19 pan-
demic. And it’s not just Mount 
Airy-area car owners, or fans 
of the classic auto, who de-
scended on the real-life May-
berry. They come from all 
across North Carolina, and 
even from out of state.

Thomas and B.J. McKnight, 
of Galax, Virginia, were sit-

COOL CARS

on a hot day
John Peters | Mayberry Magazine

Clark Blevins, holding his little friend Bandit, shows off his 1993 F150. The vehicle was once a work truck, hauling classic cars to shows, before Blevins 
decided to turn the truck into a show automobile. 
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ting at the corner of East Oak 
and Main Streets, in front of 
the chamber of commerce 
building, watching over their 
pair of his and hers classic 
vehicles as they talked about 
how excited they were to be 
back in Mount Airy.

“We came early to get a 
good parking spot,” Thomas 
McKnight said. “We were 
here before lunch, and we 
were lucky to find these two 
spots,” he said, motioning to 
his 1970 Dodge Challenger 
and her 1970 Mustang Mach 
I.

The two have gone to more 
than a few cruise-ins and car 
shows over the years, and 
the Mount Airy event has be-
come one of their favorites. 
They said it had been a cou-
ple of years since they were 
able to bring their cars down, 
but they believe cruise-ins are 
more than just a time to enjoy 
some nostalgia.

“This is an important part 
of our past, our history,” he 
said, adding he graduated 
from high school in 1973. 
“This is how we grew up.”

The two — BJ graduated in 
1970 — got the first of their 
two classic autos in 2007 
when Thomas bought the 
challenger.

“It was in pretty rough 
shape,” B.J. said of the auto.

“It was covered in primer,” 
Thomas said, adding he and 

his brother spent many hours 
building the engine and re-
storing the car.

The Mach I came in 2014 
and was in good shape, with 
just a few customizations 
added. Now the two of them 
love showing off the classic 
muscle cars.

Donald Anderson, of 
Mount Airy, was sitting in 
some welcome shade as folks 
admired his 1960 Chevy Im-
pala, a vehicle that’s only seen 
two owners.

“That car’s been here in 
Mount Airy all it’s life,” he 
said, adding that a neighbor 
of his bought the car new 
from the old Gaddy Chevy 
dealer.

“I’ve been looking at it all 
my life,” he said with a laugh, 
recalling his childhood days 
watching the car drive by.

Five or six years ago, he 
said he purchased the car 
from the family of the origi-
nal owner.

“It was in good shape, but 
I’ve totally restored it,” he 
said. The car hasn’t been out 
in a year and a half because 
of the pandemic, so it was the 
first of his nine classic cars he 
took out this year, much to 
the enjoyment of Saturday’s 
crowd.

Clark Bevins, of Kerners-
ville, said he drove about two 
hours to take part in Satur-
day’s cruise-in, the first time 

he’s ever been to the Mount 
Airy event.

“This has been great,” he 
said. “I’ll definitely come 
back.”

His comments came while 
standing next to his 1993 
F150 truck, which he said 
was a long-time work truck 
before he decided to make it 
a show vehicle.

“I used this for regular use,” 
he said, looking over the pris-
tine truck bed. “I’ve hauled a 
lot of stuff in it, I’ve pulled a 
lot of trailers. I’ve pulled cars 
to car shows with it.”

He said in those early years 
with his truck he never saw it 
as anything other than a work 
vehicle. Somewhere along the 
way, though, even after retir-
ing the vehicle and letting it 
sit for a couple of years, he 
got the itch to see just what 
he could do with the auto.

That started him on a total 
restoration and upgrade proj-
ect.

“Pretty much everything 
on it is new, except for the 
motor.”

Last week, chief organizer 

Phil Marsh said he was look-
ing forward to the return of 
the cruise in.

“From the phone calls that 
I’ve been getting and the peo-
ple I’ve been running into, it’s 
going to be huge,” he said at 
that time.

He was right. Hundreds 
of cars lined Main Street 
by the time of the official 4 
p.m. start, with dozens more 
parked along side streets and 
still more classic and hot rod 
cars cruising up and down 
Main Street.

Thousands of fans braved 
90-degree heat to see the 
show, taking pictures, vid-
eos, and sharing stories from 
their own muscle car days, 
and there are still plenty of 
opportunities left for folks to 
take in the cruise-in this year.

The second cruise-in of the 
year took place July 17, and 
three more are set for the year 
— Aug. 21, and two more in 
October and November. For 
more information visit http://
www.mountairydowntown.
org/mayberry-cruise -in-s.
html

B.J. McKnight, foreground, and her husband Thomas McKnight, pose for a 
photo next to their classic cars. The Galax, Virginia, couple brought her 1970 
Mach I Mustang and his 1970 Dodge Challenger to Saturday’s Mayberry Cool 
Cars and Rods Cruise-In.

Photos by John Peters | Mayberry Magazine
A 1959 Chevy, as viewed over the engine compartment of Donald Anderson’s 
1960 Chevy Impala, turns onto Main Street in Mount Airy Saturday 
afternoon. 



www.americanhealthcare-services.com
915 Rockford Street, Mount Airy, NC 27030 • 336-789-2273

Providing In-Home Aide Assistance 
For The Following Programs…

PRIVATE DUTY SERVICES
American Healthcare Services, Inc. offers sitting and companionship, meal preparation, 
light housekeeping, errands, and personal care. We sit privately in hospitals and nursing 

facilities. All caregivers provide socialization, a safe 
environment and support.

Locally Owned & Operated Serving Surry, Yadkin & Stokes Counties

Need Help With a Loved One?
Let Us Help. Call for a few hours or 

up to 24 hours. We Provide the Best. 
In Home Aide Service.

• State Licensed American Healthcare
• Established in present location since 2000
• Random Drug Testing & Pre-Employment Drug Testing
• IHA and CNA
• Referenced, SBI and National Checks Done

• Registered Nurses available for the Aide 24 hours a day
• Active Member of the Association of Home and Hospice Care of NC.
• Member of Alzheimer’s Foundation of America
• Plans in place to cover absences
• Bonded and Insured
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In Home-Aide 
Agency 

Long Term Care Insurance

Alzheimer’s and Dementia

Worker’s Compensation

Veterans

Home and Community Block Grant

Family Caregiver Support - Voucher

EPSDT - Medicaid under 21 years old

CAP - Community Alternative Programs

PCS - Personal Care Services
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1901 South Main St Mt. Airy, NC 27030
Take Outs: 336-786-7082

www.thederbyrestaurant.com
70050190

Celeb
rating Serving You for 84 YearsCeleb
rating Serving You for 84 YearsOpen for Dine-In Service
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 Your comprehensive guide 
to live concerts, shows, and 
other entertainment in Mount 
Airy and the surrounding 
communities. For additional 
information on all Surry Arts 
Council Summer Concert Se-
ries shows, performances at 
The Historic Earle Theatre, 
or shows at The Andy Griffith 
Playhouse, please see http://
www.surryarts.org/surryart/
index.html. Please call ahead 
for any show to confirm it 
is going on as planned, par-
ticularly before setting out 
for those shows that are some 
distance from Mount Airy.

Editor’s Note: While we 
do our best to bring you 
the most up-to-date con-
cert listings and events, 
the COVID-19 pandemic 
has put every public event 
in doubt. This calendar 
includes many planned 
events through June. How-
ever, all activities are 
subject to postponement, 
cancellation, or a change 
in start time, and limited 
seating based upon public 
health needs and govern-
mental orders. Please call 
ahead to ensure an event is 
still planned before travel-
ing to attend.

CONCERTS
Note: For tickets to all 

concerts that are part of the 
Surry Arts Council Concert 
Series or the Blue Ridge 
And Beyond series, or to 
purchase season tickets, visit 
https://www.surryarts.org/
shows/menu.html, or call 336-
786-7998.

JULY 23
Blackwater Rhythm & 

Blues Band brings an ener-

getic performance dedicated 
to favorite tunes of Beach 
Music, Blues and Funk to the 
Blackmon Amphitheatre as 
part of the Surry Arts Council 
Summer Concert Series. The 
show begins at 7:30 p.m., and 
admission is $15 or a season 
pass to the concert series. 
Those attending the concert 
are encouraged to take lounge 
chairs. Concessions will be 
available for purchase.

JULY 24
The Catalinas will be in 

concert at the Blackmon 
Amphitheatre in Mount 
Airy. Drawing from their 
catalog of regional hit songs, 
The Catalinas are known for 
their Beach Music, though 
they perform other genres 
as well. Admission is $15 or 
a season pass to the Surry 
Arts Council Summer Con-
cert Series. Children 12 and 
younger are admitted free. 
Those attending the concert 
are encouraged to take lounge 
chairs. Concessions will be 
available for purchase.

JULY 30
Gary Lowder & Smokin’ 

Hot brings their Soul and 
R&B sound to the Blackmon 
Amphitheatre in Mount 
Airy in a show beginning at 
7:30 p.m. Admission is $15 
or a season pass to the Surry 
Arts Council Summer Con-
cert Series. Children 12 and 
younger are admitted free. 
Those attending the concert 
are encouraged to take lounge 
chairs.

JULY 31
The Holiday Band plays 

hits from the 1950s through 
today, and blends genres such 

as Current & Classic Top 40, 
Soul, Funk, Rock & Roll, Mo-
town, Jazz, and much more. 
The group will be performing 
on stage at the Blackmon Am-
phitheatre beginning at 7:30 
p.m. Admission is $15 or a 
season pass. Those attending 
the concert are encouraged 
to take lounge chairs. Con-
cessions will be available for 
purchase.

AUGUST 7
Chocolate Chip & Com-

pany Band is providing 
funky heat and making it look 
all so cool, and they’re bring-
ing that act to the Blackmon 
Amphitheatre for a 7:30 p.m. 
concert. Admission is $15 or 
a season pass. Those attend-
ing the concert are encour-
aged to take lounge chairs. 
Concessions will be available 
for purchase.

+++
Chatham Rabbits are 

known for blending the many 
cultural and musical heritages 
of their native North Caro-
lina, bringing their unique 
sound to the Blue Ridge 
Music Center. Kate Rhudy, 

a Raleigh-based singer and 
songwriter, brings her own 
version of plainspoken coun-
try music to audiences. The 
concerts will be at the cen-
ter’s Outdoor Amphitheater 
at 700 Foothills Rd. in Galax, 
Virginia. The concert begins 
at 7 p.m. Admission is $25 for 
adults, free for children age 
12 and younger. Visit https://
www.blueridgemusiccenter.
org/concert-events/chatham-
rabbits-2/ to order tickets or 
for more information.

AUGUST 13
Carolina Coast Band 

brings its beach music sound 
to the Blackmon Amphithe-
atre in a 7:30 p.m. concert. 
Admission is $15 or a Sum-
mer Concert Series season 
pass. Those attending the 
concert are encouraged to 
take lounge chairs. Conces-
sions will be available for pur-
chase.

AUGUST 14
Hip Pocket will be bringing 

its unique sound to the Black-
mon Amphitheatre stage at 
7:30 p.m. Admission is $15 

What’s Happening In

MAYBERRY?
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or a Summer Concert Series 
season pass. Those attending 
the concert are encouraged to 
take lounge chairs. Conces-
sions will be available for pur-
chase.

AUGUST 19

The Embers featuring 
Craig Woolard, one of the 
more popular bands in the 
Mayberry area, will be at the 
Blackmon Amphitheatre, tak-
ing the stage at 7:30 p.m. Ad-
mission is $15 or a Summer 
Concert Series season pass. 
Those attending the concert 
are encouraged to take lounge 
chairs. Concessions will be 
available for purchase.

AUGUST 20
North Tower Band, one of 

the South’s great party bands 
for more than 35 years will be 
on stage at the Blackmon Am-
phitheatre providing the best 
in oldies, beach, top 40 and 
funk beginning at 7:30 p.m. 
Admission is $15 or a Sum-
mer Concert Series season 
pass. Those attending the con-
cert are encouraged to take 
lounge chairs.

AUGUST 21
Envision will be performing 

at the Blackmon Amphitheatre 
beginning at 7:30 p.m., bring-
ing their cover of hits from the 
60s, 70s and 80s, all the way 
up to the contemporary sound 
of today’s Top 40 to the stage. 
Admission is $15 or a Sum-
mer Concert Series season 
pass to the 7:30 p.m. show. 
Those attending the concert 

at the Blackmon Amphitheatre 
are encouraged to take lounge 
chairs. Concessions will be 
available for purchase.

AUGUST 27
Too Much Sylvia has a 

wide ranging repertoire of 
music, including beach, Mo-
town, Funky 70s, Retro 80s 
and a few of the top current 
hits from Bruno Mars, Phar-
rell Williams, Florida Georgia 
Line and some country that 
the group will put on display 
in a 7:30 p.m. concert at the 
Blackmon Amphitheatre in 
Mount Airy. Admission is $15 
or a season pass to the Surry 
Arts Council Summer Con-
cert Series. Children 12 and 
younger are admitted free. 
Those attending the concert 
are encouraged to take lounge 
chairs. Concessions will be 
available for purchase.

AUGUST 28
Cassette Rewind brings its 

exclusively 80s sound to the 
stage at the Blackmon Amphi-
theatre in a concert beginning 
at 7:30 p.m. The group says 
its members were “Born in 
the ’80s , raised on radio,” and 
they feature many of the Big 
80s hits. Admission is $15 or a 
season pass to the Surry Arts 
Council Summer Concert Se-
ries. Those attending the con-
cert are encouraged to take 
lounge chairs. Concessions 
will be available for purchase.

SEPTEMBER 2
Jim Quick and Coastline 

will return to Mount Airy 

with a 7:30 p.m. concert at 
The Blackmon Amphitheatre. 
Admission is $15 or a season 
pass to the Surry Arts Coun-
cil Summer Concert Series. 
Those attending the concert 
are encouraged to take lounge 
chairs. Concessions will be 
available for purchase.

SEPTEMBER 3
The Elkin Big Band is a 

17-piece big band including 

13 horns and a full rhythm 
section, its playlist including 
greatest charts in the history 
of jazz from the 1920s through 
the present day. Admission is 
$15 or a season pass to the 
Surry Arts Council Summer 
Concert Series. Those attend-
ing the concert are encour-
aged to take lounge chairs. 
Concessions will be available 
for purchase.



For More Information on Open Hours,  Events,  Weddings,  & More Visit :

W W W . S E R R E V I N E Y A R D S . C O M

364 BEAST TRAIL,  MOUNT AIRY,  NC 27030   |    336-525-WINE (9463)

 Tucked into the Blue Ridge Mountains, 
Serre Vineyards’ tasting room offers an inviting 

atmosphere, stunning views, and indoor 
& outdoor seating. Our selection of Yadkin 

Valley wines is available by the bottle, glass, 
or as a tasting or flight: perfect for sharing. 

Life is meant to be celebrated. Life is meant to be celebrated. 
Celebrate together at Serre.

70050130
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SEPTEMBER 10

The Magnificents Band. 
The Surry Arts Council Sum-
mer Concert Series is sched-
uled to continue with The 
Magnificents Band perform-
ing at Blackmon Amphithe-
atre beginning at 7:30 p.m. 
Admission is $15 or a season 
pass to the Surry Arts Coun-
cil Summer Concert Series. 
Children 12 and younger are 
admitted free. Those attend-
ing the concert are encour-
aged to take lounge chairs. 
Concessions will be available 
for purchase.

September 11
Phatt City will be on stage 

with a 7:30 p.m. concert at 
The Blackmon Amphitheatre. 
Admission is $15 or a season 
pass to the Surry Arts Coun-
cil Summer Concert Series. 
Those attending the concert 
are encouraged to take lounge 
chairs. Concessions will be 
available for purchase.

SEPTEMBER 17
Whiskey Foxtrot is sched-

uled to be on stage with a 7:30 
p.m. concert at The Blackmon 
Amphitheatre. Admission is 
$15 or a season pass to the 
Surry Arts Council Summer 
Concert Series. Those attend-
ing the concert are encour-
aged to take lounge chairs. 
Concessions will be available 
for purchase.

SEPTEMBER 18
Collin Raye shot to fame 

with the song “Love, Me” in 
1991. Listeners have since 
been continuously touched 
by this golden and pure voice. 
Raye has used this as his cor-
nerstone for a career built on 
meaningful and emotional 
songs. He will bring that 
sound to the 

Historic Earle Theatre in 
a 7:30 p.m. concert. Preferred 
Seats are $58 / Balcony Seats 
are $50

SEPTEMBER 21
The Legacy Motown Re-

vue. This group takes you 
back to the days of The Drift-
ers, The Coasters, The Jack-
sons, Earth Wind & Fire, The 

Temptations, and so many 
more legendary icons. Ad-
mission is $15 or a Summer 
Concert Series season pass 
for these shows, one taking 
place at 7 p.m. and the second 
at 9 p.m. Seating is limited, 
those planning to attend will 
need to specify in advance 
which show. Those attending 
the concert are encouraged 
to take lounge chairs. Con-
cessions will be available for 
purchase.

SEPTEMBER 22
The Embers featuring 

Craig Woolard, one of the 
more popular bands in the 
Mayberry area, will be at the 
Blackmon Amphitheatre, tak-
ing the stage at 7 p.m. and 
then again at 9 p.m. Admis-
sion is $15 or a Summer Con-
cert Series season pass. Seat-
ing is limited, those planning 
to attend will need to spec-
ify in advance which show. 
Those attending the concert 
are encouraged to take lounge 
chairs. Concessions will be 
available for purchase.

SEPTEMBER 23
Band of Oz, makes a return 

to Mount Airy, bringing its 
popular brand of Beach Music 
to the Blackmon Amphithe-
atre stage beginning at 7:30 
p.m. in this special Mayberry 
Days concert. Admission is 
$15 or a season pass to the 
Surry Arts Council Summer 
Concert Series. Those attend-
ing the concert are encour-
aged to take lounge chairs.

WEEKLY EVENTS
Experience the Merry-Go-

Round, the second-longest 
continuously running live ra-
dio broadcast in the nation, 
with a live show every Sat-
urday at The Historic Earle 
Theatre from 11 a.m. to 1:30 
p.m. each week. Doors open 
at 10:30 a.m. Admission is $8 
or a Merry-Go-Round Annual 
Pass is $20, or a current Sur-
ry Arts Council season pass. 
Some shows have been moved 
from the Earle as a result of 
the spread of COVID-19. Call 
ahead to ensure show is still 
planned.



M U L L I N S
PAWN SHOP & JEWELERS

1911 Caudle Drive • Mount Airy  •  336-786-6417 • 336-789-7109
mullinspawn.com

IF YOU NEED A DOLLAR,GIVE MULLINS A HOLLAR

Mayberry’s Oldest Pawn Shop!

70049832
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back year after year.
“They’ve made friends 

here, everlasting friends,” he 
said. “They come back for 
the eating, for the sightsee-
ing, for the arts and crafts.”

While Mayberry Days and 
the Autumn Leaves Festival 
are two of the biggest events 
in Mount Airy, they are hard-
ly the only two festivals.

Every June the city is home 
to the Mount Airy Blue Grass 
and Old Time Fiddlers Con-
vention, which brings hun-
dreds of old time musicians 
and fans together for what 
is officially a two-day event 
(though musicians and fans 

alike begin arriving in town 
as much as four days early).

In March there is the an-
nual Tommy Jarrell Festival, 
later in the spring Farmfest, 
and nearby Pilot Mountain 
holds Mayfest while Dobson 
hosts the annual Surry Old 
Time Fiddlers Convention 
and in the fall is the relatively 
new two-day Ukulele Retreat 
in Mount Airy, along with 
numerous smaller food truck 
and artists fairs throughout 
the year.

“The calendar in this com-
munity and region is full,” 
the chamber’s Collins said. 
“You could just about fill the 
newspaper with a festival just 
about every weekend, even in 
the winter.”

“Folks feel a more personal 
connection to festivals, con-

certs, and retreats in a small 
town,” Jones said of why 
Mount Airy seems to attract 
so many events and people. 
“The Surry Arts Council has 
always embraced the fact that 
we are a small town. We be-

lieve in offering the highest 
quality concerts and events 
while maintaining the small 
town aspect of these events 
— along with a constant fo-

John Peters | Mayberry Magazine
A highlight of many festivals and events is a parade, and Mayberry Days is no different. Here, Bill Morrison, of Stafford, Virginia, takes a picture of Betty 
Lynn, passing in a float during the 2019 parade. 

From page 6
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Dream Rock Silo

www.dreamrocksilo.com

Dream Rock Silo is a unique 
place to come and stay to relax 

and unwind! It is an old 1950’s 
dairy Barn/Silo in the Appalachian 
Mountains of Virginia that we have 
completely renovated.

We now live here and offer 3 
amazing locations for our guests 
to stay. We have the Creekside 
Bungalow, Rustic Rooster Room and, 

of course, Dream Rock Silo!
Outside, you can expect beautiful 

mountain scenery and a peaceful 
atmosphere, with a calming creek 
that surrounds the property. You 
have traveled, you have explored. 
You have stayed in many places! Now 
its time to stay in one of the coolest 
locations you never knew existed.

About 25 min. from Galax.

karen@dreamrocksilo.com
664 Saddle Creek Road • Independence, VA

276-768-6350 70
04

98
03

Perfect For 
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1. Andy Taylor was, of 
course, the long-time sheriff 
of Mayberry. He served many 
other roles as well — father, 
friend, choir member, boy-
friend, etc. — but he also had 
a second official job. Do you 
know what that was?

***
2. When did viewers first 

learn of this second job he 
held?

***
3. Many folks over the 

years have suggested Mount 
Airy, North Carolina, Andy 
Griffith’s hometown, was the 
inspiration for the fictional 
town of Mayberry. Even 
Griffith, later in life, admitted 
he had based at least some of 
Mayberry on his experiences 
growing up in Mount Airy. 
But, where did the actual 
name, Mayberry, come from?

***
4. For eight seasons The 

Andy Griffith Show was one 
of the most popular shows on 
American network television. 
Its first season it finished as 
the No. 4 rated show on TV 
and its final season the show 
as ranked No. 1. During the 
full run, what was the lowest 
the show was ever rated for a 
full season?

***
5. One running gag on The 

Andy Griffith Show is Bar-
ney’s always-empty gun and 
the single bullet Andy allows 
him to carry in his pocket, to 
keep Barney from accidental-
ly discharging his gun, which 
he seemingly does every time 
he puts a bullet in. What is 
the first time he accidentally 
fired his gun?

***
6. While Aunt Bee was a 

loving and gentle soul, she 

could also be tough-minded 
when needed, and Otis, the 
town drunk, was well aware 
of that. What pet name did he 
give her?

ANSWERS
1. He was the Justice of the 

Peace, performing marriages, 
overseeing land and financial 
disputes and yes, sometimes 
adjudicating cases of the very 
people he’d arrested as sher-
iff.

***
2. In the pilot for the show, 

which actually was an episode 
of the Danny Thomas show, 
Andy not only was the sheriff 
who arrested Thomas’ char-
acter, Danny Williams, he was 
also the justice of the peace 
who imposed a fine on the 
character. In the first regular 
episode of The Andy Griffith 
Show, the show opens with 
Andy performing a marriage 
ceremony, showing he was 
still the justice of the peace.

***
3. While it’s somewhat 

unclear — Andy Griffith 
claimed he had nothing to 
do with naming the fictional 
town — there is a small com-
munity across the Virginia 
border from Mount Airy 
named Mayberry. Andy’s 
maternal grandparents lived 
there — his mother grew up 
in that community and Andy 
often visited his grandparents 
there. And, according to the 
Randy Turner book, “May-
berry Firsts,” Betty Lynn says 
that on the set of the show 
during the 1960s, Andy often 
spoke of that community, of 
the real-life Mayberry.

***
4. During the second sea-

son, which ran Oct. 2, 1961 

MAYBERRY?
So you think you know

Andy Griffith Trivia

See TRIVIA | 15
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cus on our place-based cul-
tural assets.

“In Mount Airy, guests 
meet the artists, they eat din-
ner with them in local res-
taurants, they hang out with 
them in hotels. The guests 
value that more now than 
ever before. There is also a 
newly valued sense of safety, 
a feeling of common values 
and purpose, and as some of 
our Ukulele Retreat attendees 
said ‘we love coming here – 
we have so much fun!’

“There’s nothing like walk-
ing down Main Street drink-
ing a bottle of pop or eating a 
cone of ice cream or walking 
into a single screen movie the-
atre and watching your pop-
corn being popped. It is not 
‘anywhere USA.’ It’s Mayber-
ry and it’s Mayberry with the 

option of eating at the Snappy 
Lunch or having a fabulous 
dining experience in one of 
our amazing restaurants.

“The arts are alive in Mount 
Airy and the arts experiences 
are increasing. As for the mu-
sic, the folks at the Mount 
Airy Fiddlers Convention are 
not just sitting around playing 
the banjo and fiddle – many of 
them are playing the old-time 
music style that originated 
in Surry County. Folks travel 
here to learn that style and 
to play with folks who played 
with Tommy Jarrell, Benton 
Flippen, Verlen Clifton and 
other Surry County old-time 
icons. They can’t do that any-
where else and the workshops 
make it easy for them – and 
free.”

Whether it’s the music or 
the food or the small-town 
charm, Mount Airy seems 
poised to continue as Festival 
Central for a good long time.

John Peters | Mayberry Magazine
Despite tens of thousands of festival visitors crowding around Mount Airy 
during the 2019 Autumn Leaves Festival, Trey Brown, of East Bend, and 
Morgan Johnson, of Inman, S.C., managed to find a quiet place for a quick 
game of checkers along Main Street. 

From page 13
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to May 7, 1962, the show 
finished 7th in the full-season 
rankings. In five of its eight 
seasons it finished inside the 
Top 5.

***
5. This running joke got 

an early start, in the second 
episode of the inaugural sea-

son, “The Manhunt.” Because 
there is a wanted, dangerous 
escaped convict on the loose, 
Andy allows Barney to fully 
load his gun — and the deputy 
promptly fires it while trying 
to show off to Opie.

***
6. Bloody Mary, and it 

wasn’t after the drink name. 
Aunt Bee made Otis toe the 
line when she was in charge of 
watching him.

From page 14

Trivia
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