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Serving Quality Wine Since 1999

WWW.SHELTONVINEYARDS.COM
286 CABERNET LANE, DOBSON, NC 27017

336-366-4724
Mon-Sat 10AM-6PM • Sun 12PM-6PM

Charlie & Ed Shelton

Award
Winning
Wines

Founded in 1999 by brothers 
Charlie and Ed Shelton,

Shelton Vineyards was envisioned 
as a new agricultural resource for 

an area once dependent on tobacco 
farming.  Located in the heart of 
North Carolina’s Yadkin Valley, 

Shelton Vineyards is 180 degrees 
from any winery you will find on 
the west coast.  The distinctive 

characteristics of Shelton wine come 
from the unique soil and climate of 
the Yadkin Valley.  This helps give 

Shelton wine an inimitable taste that 
holds its own against any wine from 
any area in the world.  We invite you 

to visit us, try our wine and see if 
you agree that our wine is as unique 

as the area we are in.

00827155
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an upscale vineyard
in a down home

setting



May 1, 2016     A3Mount Airy News Progress

Our Main Office:
510 South Main Street, Dobson NC 27017

(336) 356-8241 or 1-800-682-5903
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The Center of Member Engagement
SmartHub provides convenient account access and two-way communication with 
Surry-Yadkin EMC online or via your mobile device. Manage payments, notify customer 
service of account and service issues, check your usage and receive special messaging 
from your provider all at the touch of a button. SmartHub is available on Android and 
iOS smartphones and tablets as well as on the Web.

Are you a SmartHub user?
Looking for instructions on how to view your usage 
or pay your bill? Look no more. SmartHub is for you.

Are you a customer interested
in using SmartHub?

Are you looking for a way to view your usage or
pay your bill at Surry-Yadkin EMC?

Are you a Telecom/Utility 
insterested in offering SmartHub?

Looking to add a mobile 
payment and usage app 
to your line-up of consumer 
engagement tools?
SmartHub can help you
do that.
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451 North South Street
 MOUNT AIRY, NC 27030

336-789-4891
www.mountairysawandmower.com

451 North South Street
 MOUNT AIRY, NC 27030

336-789-4891
www.mountairysawandmower.com

451 North South Street
 MOUNT AIRY, NC 27030

336-789-4891
www.mountairysawandmower.com

Hustle on over and get ya a Big Dog

451 North South Street
 MOUNT AIRY, NC 27030

336-789-4891
www.mountairysawandmower.com

For more information visit

For optimum performance and safety we recommend you read the owner’s manual before operating your Honda Power Equipment. ©2016 American Honda Motor Co., Inc.

Very Smart.

00825917
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business

By Bill Colvard
bcolvard@civitasmedia.com

Rogers Realty and Auc-
tion is the very definition 
of progress.

Starting in 1964 with 
Bracky Rogers as the 
broker and his wife 
Wanda answering the 
phones, the company 
has grown to a company 
that has 20 agents, auc-
tioneers and support 
staff with auctioneers 
who have conducted 
auctions in 20 states as 
well as Mexico, Spain, 
Italy, England, Ireland, 
Germany and Australia.
Auctions

Though the company 
has ranged far from their 
Mount Airy base, most 
of their business is con-
ducted closer to home, 
with about 75 percent 
in North Carolina and 
the other 25 percent in 
Virginia, South Carolina 
and eastern Tennessee, 
according to Mark Rog-
ers. They average 60 
auctions a year with auc-
tions on the horizon for 
Charlotte, Williamston, 
Wilmington, Durham, 
Mebane and Myrtle 
Beach, South Carolina.

Using online technol-
ogy, bidders don’t even 
have to attend an auc-
tion. They can log on 
and register with Rogers’ 
online auction platform 
and place their bids from 
their computer or smart-
phone from anywhere in 
the world.

“It is an extremely 
effective tool to increase 
participation in an auc-
tion,” says Mark Rogers. 
He recounts the recent 
auction of an ocean front 
home on Oak Island, 
with about 25 bidders at 
the live auction on the 
deck of the house but the 
property was ultimately 
sold to someone bidding 
online in Raleigh.

Auctions are a unique 
form of transaction in 
that the buyer “wins” 
the auction. In a retail 
exchange, the purchaser 
gives cash for goods or 
services but at an auc-
tion, the bidders do battle 
with each other, bran-
dishing bid paddles, so 
that the victor “wins” the 
auction. The bidder still 
has to pay for the prop-
erty but there is a unique 
feeling of satisfaction not 
present in any other form 
of commerce.

Deidre Rogers tells 
of a recent Charlotte 
auction where a woman 
stuck up her paddle to 
bid and wouldn’t put it 
down even after Rogers 
reassured the woman 
that her bid had been 
recognized. The woman 
responded, “It’s going 
home with me,” and con-
tinued to keep her paddle 
extended. Rogers says, “I 
love to see someone get 
so excited.”

At one auction Rogers 
Realty and Auction con-
ducted at the McKimmon 
Center on the campus of 
NC State University in 
Raleigh on July 2, 1990, 
excitement ran high all 
around. The estate sale 
for Frances Bavier — 
Aunt Bee of The Andy 
Griffith Show fame, 
who had died on Dec. 
6, 1989, was a big deal 
for Andy Griffith Show 
fans everywhere, draw-
ing a very large crowd of 
fans of the show’s fans as 
well as people who knew 
Bavier personally, even 
her nurse, said Deidre 
Rogers.

“Everybody wanted 
something that was 

Aunt Bee’s,” said Rog-
ers, “and there were a 
lot of items.” Rogers 
laughed and said, “That’s 
when I learned Frances 
Bavier’s real name. She 
had always just been 
Aunt Bee to me.”

Even the auctioneers 
were caught up in the 
excitement. “I got two 
small pieces, with the 
certificate of authenticity 
that came with every-
thing from the sale,” 
said Rogers.

“Auctioneers from 
everywhere competed to 
get that auction,” Rogers 
added. “We are a great 
auction company with 
a great reputation but 
the fact that we came 
from Mayberry added a 
little bonus.” She added 
that Rogers Realty got 
a lot of great publicity 
from that one.
Your �rst auction

Even an auction 
newbie should be able 
to manage buying bric-
a-brac from an estate 
sale, even a celebrity 
estate sale, but buying 
real estate at auction can 
be intimidating to the 
uninitiated.

Mark Rogers gives this 
advice for first timers to 
real estate auctions. “The 
best thing you can do is 
attend an auction. You 
may not want to even bid 
or buy anything. Just go 
and observe. Pay atten-
tion to the announce-
ments and the terms and 
conditions of the auction, 
including deposits, the 
inspection process and 
how closing is handled, 
how the bid cards or 
paddles are used.”

Rogers says that the 
process is similar in a lot 
of auctions but there can 
be differences. He sug-
gests attending auctions 
held by a couple of differ-
ent companies.

“Always look at it 
prior to buying it,” adds 
Rogers. “It’s not man-
datory but it is highly 
recommended.”
Real Estate

“Bracky started this 
business in 1964 focusing 
on the Golden Rule,” says 
Deidre Rogers. “It’s still 
our focus. We want to 
make our clients happy. 
Owning a home is the 
American dream. That 
may sound corny but it’s 
true. We want to make 
our client’s dreams come 
true. You can’t always 
make everyone happy but 
that’s what we try to do.”

“We don’t have to sell 
the area. All you have 
to do is get someone 
in a car and drive them 
around.” Rogers says, 
“It’s beautiful here. There 
is beauty in the setting 
we take for granted. 
Everybody else sees it 
and goes ‘wow.’

“People come here for 
no reason. They have no 
jobs or family here. That 
didn’t happen before.” 
Rogers says of the rea-
sons that bring people to 
the area, “Mount Airy is 
in the middle of the east-
ern seaboard, convenient 
to Florida and the north-
east, and some people 
find that important.”

Rogers finds that news 
reports of Mount Airy’s 
attractiveness to retirees 
are borne out in her 
work. “Ridgecrest has a 
waiting list and there’s 
demand for condos 
and lower maintenance 
alternatives.”

As far as younger folks, 
“I see progress,” says 
Rogers.”For a small town, 
we have a lot to offer 
with the wineries, the 

amphitheater.” Both of 
her own children, at ages 
30 and 26, have elected 
to stay here and she 
hopes that it’s a trend.

One modern innova-
tion not embraced at 
Rogers Realty and Auc-
tion is automated phone 
answering. Deidre Rogers 
is emphatic. “It’s impor-
tant to have someone 
answer your call.” During 
business hours the phone 
is always answered by a 
human being. “From 8:30 
a.m. to 5 p.m. during 
the week and 9 a.m. to 
noon on Saturday, there 
is an agent and an auc-
tion specialist on duty 
ready to help, as well as 
office manager, Melanie 
Clark, AKA ‘the “woman 
in charge,’” according to 
Deidre Rogers.

Even though Rogers 
Realty specializes in 
Surry County, the firm 
also has a strong pres-
ence in Virginia with 
three agents who live 
there, in Cana, Stuart 
and Chalet High in Fancy 
Gap, who know that mar-
ket well and can respond 
quickly to the needs of 
buyers and sellers in 
those areas.

One of those agents, 
Keith Gunter, is opening 
a branch office of Rogers 
Realty and Auction in 
Stuart, Virginia. Gunter 
has been with the com-
pany for many years and 
this expansion will solid-
ify the firm’s position in 
Virginia.

As a company, Rog-
ers says they have been 
“beyond blessed.” “We’ve 
seen some tough years. 
2009 was a very tough 
year but we have consis-
tently moved forward. 
Things are moving. The 
last five years have been 
full steam ahead.”

Rogers says that they 
have people who special-
ize in every aspect of real 
estate, land, foreclosures 
and other specialties, and 
that the team overall is 
first class. “There are no 
black sheep here.”
A Family Business

Rogers Realty and Auc-
tion has grown a great 
deal since it began with 
just Bracky and Wanda 
Rogers, but even 52 years 
later, most of the team 
was either born a Rog-
ers or married one. It is 
in every sense a family 
business.

Sometimes people 
joining the firm are con-
cerned about that. But 
one employee who had 
those concerns was told 
by another employee 
not to worry. “Once you 
come here, you are part 
of the family,” she was 
told. Deidre Rogers con-
firmed that this is true. 

“Every person here is a 
part of the family. We are 
a close-knit group.”

Rogers herself initially 
had doubts about joining 
the family business after 
marrying Mark Rogers in 
1981. “I didn’t know if it 
would be wise,” she says. 
She instead worked at 
Workman’s Federal Bank 
and didn’t work in the 
family business until son, 
Dustin Rogers, was born 
in 1986. She has never 
looked back.

Raising children in a 
family oriented environ-
ment had its advantages, 
she said. “Sometimes, 
we’d set up a playpen at 
the front desk of the old 
office and when I had 
to go out with a client, 
someone in the family 
would watch him for me.”

Rogers says that her 
husband, Mark Rogers, 
loves the Hard Rock Cafe 
slogan. “Love all. Serve 
all.” “That’s what we do,” 
he tells her.

Reach Bill Colvard at 336-415-4699 
or on Twitter @BillColvard.

Facilitating the American Dream for 52 years
Rogers Realty and Auction 
is moving full speed ahead

Rogers Realty and Auction
Rogers Realty and Auction’s 2015 Christmas Open House featured free gifts and Santa pictures. 
Proceeds benefited Mountain Valley Hospice. The previous year’s open house, in 2014, benefited 
“Miracle for Molly.”

Rogers Realty and Auction
Seen here is part of the Rogers Realty Team circa 2005; Dale Fulk, Mark Rogers, Donnie Cockerham, 
Bracky Rogers, Gary Wooten, Keith Gunter and Dustin Rogers.

Rogers Realty and Auction auctioned this collection of classic cars on Aug 14, 2015. Rogers Realty and Auction

Bill Colvard | The News
Melanie Clark, AKA “the woman in charge,” chats with Deidre 
Rogers at the front desk of Rogers Realty and Auction.

Rogers Realty and Auction
An ocean-front beach house auctioned by Rogers Realty and 
Auction in 2014.
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By Tom Joyce
tjoyce@civitasmedia.com

When describing 
career changes, it’s 
often said that when 
one door closes another 
opens — only in Julie 
Teague’s case, the same 
door was involved.

For many years, she 
operated a business 
known as Mayberry 
Consignments at 182 N. 
Main St. in the heart of 
downtown Mount Airy. 
It offered high-quality 
used clothing, accesso-
ries and other items at 
reduced prices, benefit-
ing owners wanting to 
sell such products and 
buyers eager for bar-
gains.

But as sometimes hap-
pens, fate intervened, 
but not because busi-
ness at the consign-
ment store was bad. In 
Teague’s case, the hand 
of fate stemmed from a 
devastating elbow injury 
when she was 21 years 
old.

In effect, she was 
a casualty of medical 
science at that time, 
which lacked the knowl-
edge and technology 
to adequately treat the 
injury. “They didn’t 
know what to do with it 
then,” recalled the local 
businesswoman, now 
50. “So they took part 
of my elbow out.”

This led to a TFCC 
(triangular fibrocarti-
lage complex) injury 
to the meniscus of the 
wrist, a condition asso-
ciated with gymnastics 
due to weight-bearing 
activities involved with 
that sport which some-
times lead to tears of 
wrist ligaments.

The problem has lin-
gered with Teague for 
years afterward, causing 
not only pain but requir-
ing multiple surgical 
procedures, including 
one this past January.

Afterward, she found 
a door closed — not 
because of the wrist 
injury, but by orders 
from her medical pro-
vider.

“The doctor told me 
I had to stop tagging 
clothes,” Teague said of 
that and other hands-
on, strenuous activities 
required in processing 
items for the consign-
ment store, which were 
not helpful to her medi-
cal condition.

This was bad news, 
since because her shop 
dealt heavily in cloth-
ing, she sometimes 
would have to put tags 
on 100 to 200 pieces per 
day.

The business owner 
was then faced with a 
crisis — with her lim-
ited choices including 
either closing the store 
and retiring, which 
Teague thought she was 
too young to do — or 
reinventing the shop.

Thus, Mayberry Mar-
ket & Souvenirs was 
born, which represents 
a stark transformation 
from Mayberry Consign-
ments.

“I wanted something 
with artists and craft-
ers,” Teague said of her 
revamped operation that 
now serves as a vendor 
space for a variety of 
individual entities — 
which basically form 
many small stores under 
one roof.

“We are a unique 
collection,” she added 
of the 28 vendors now 
involved. “We have 
everything from cup-
cakes to Mayberry Toy 
Company.”

In addition to The 
Cupcake Tree and the 
toy business, the list 
includes Dragonfly Bou-
tique, which formerly 
had its own location, as 
did Mayberry Toy Co., 
and entities offering 
recycled granite items, 
flower arrangements, 
products made from 
recycled bullet casings, 
fudge, laser creations 
and virtually everything 
in between.

Each vendor is differ-
ent and offers a unique 
selection of merchan-
dise. “I wanted to have 
a mix,” Teague said.

Her store was com-
pletely remodeled to 
accommodate the new 
format and hosted a rib-
bon cutting on April 1, 
attended by chamber of 
commerce and city gov-
ernment representatives 
along with other well-
wishers.

“I celebrated my 25th 
anniversary (in busi-
ness) the same day I 
had a grand opening 
for this enterprise,” she 
added of Mayberry Mar-
ket & Souvenirs, calling 
it “perfect timing.”

The souvenir name in 
the title refers at least 
in part to the line of 
Mayberry-related items 
in Teague’s revamped 
store, one of the few 
holdovers from the con-
signment business.

“When I opened, there 
were no Mayberry sou-
venirs,” Teague said of 
her initial entry into the 
local business commu-
nity in the 1990s, before 
“The Andy Griffith 
Show” nostalgia craze 
really took hold. “People 

asked for souvenirs,” 
she said leading to May-
berry Consignments and 
other local stores stock-
ing those products.

Early days
Julie Teague has 

thrived in the central 
business district dur-
ing a challenging era 
economically, marked by 
industrial closings and 
layoffs which also have 
impacted the retail seg-
ment and required mer-
chants to be innovative.

When she first went 
into business at age 25, 
in 1991, “I really had no 
idea what I was doing,” 
she remembers.

Initially, Teague con-
sidered a location along 
U.S. 601, a high-traffic 
area.

Downtown Mount 
Airy, meanwhile, had 
been undergoing a 
period of decline, 
including the departure 
of longtime department 
stores such as Roses 
and JCPenney to shop-
ping centers elsewhere 
in Mount Airy.

Teague chose a down-
town location for her 
new store, admittedly 
because the rents were 
cheaper there.

“Then I found out real 
quick that I loved Main 
Street,” she said of how 
merchants there tend to 
be close-knit and com-
munity-minded. “I just 
love the camaraderie.”

Her store occupied 
two smaller locations 
there until moving to 
the present site at 182 
N. Main St., the former 
Baldwin’s Department 
Store location and 
before that another 
historic local busi-
ness, Jackson Brothers 
Department Store.

Teague, who owns 
the building, seized the 
opportunity to acquire 
it, thinking it would be 
the last large structure 
available downtown.

It is a three-story 
building with 5,000 
square-feet of space 
at each level. She has 
moved clothing left over 
from the consignment 
business to the lower 
floor, to which Teague 
hopes the new endeavor 
eventually will expand.
Innovation a key

Just as she is a trail-
blazer now, Teague also 
was in the 1990s when 
launching the consign-
ment business. “Nobody 
had a clue what they 
were then,” she said 
of such stores. “When 
I started out all those 
years ago, no one knew 
anything about consign-

ments.”
Yet the concept 

caught on, and May-
berry Consignments 
thrived for years — 
until Teague’s wrist 
issues forced a change.

In seeking to reinvent 
the store’s format, she 
sought something that 
would be unique and 
offer high-quality prod-
ucts while also helping 
others — and Mayberry 
Market & Souvenirs was 
the result.

She explained that 
having many vendors 
under one roof, allows 
them — especially those 
with small budgets who 
are just starting out — 
to test the water with 
a particular art or craft 
in a less-expensive way. 
This is an alternative 
to having a full-fledged 
location of their own 
with high overhead and 
other expenses.

“For a lot of them, it’s 
their first go-round.”

The vendors pay rent 
to Teague, who also gets 
a percentage of their 
sales, and those who are 
successful always have 
the option of going out 
on their own.

To prepare for the 
transition, she launched 
a remodeling project 
at her building, which 
included painting, new 
floors and other tasks 
such as the building of 
booths for the various 
vendors.

“We started on the 
day of my surgery,” 
Teague said of the refur-

bishing effort by work 
crews which began in 
mid-January with tear-
ing up the old floor. The 
job was completed by 
around March 1.

“I have spent close to 
$30,000,” she said of 
the revamping project 
that mirrored her objec-
tive of it being done in a 
“top-notch” manner.

Such an investment 
might have been a 
daunting prospect for 
many in today’s eco-
nomic climate. “But 
it felt I had a good 
customer base I had 
built up over 25 years,” 
Teague said.

And so far, Mayberry 
Market & Souvenirs has 

been a great success, 
according to the owner.

“It’s different,” she 
said of its new format 
that is proving popular 
with customers. “You 
really want to do some-
thing that people like.”

However, Julie Teague 
is also aware of the big 
picture and the role her 
business enterprises 
have played in a now-
thriving downtown area.

“I guess the coolest 
thing is being in the 
middle of downtown 
and seeing it come 
back.”

Tom Joyce may be reached at 
336-415-4693 or on Twitter @
Me_Reporter.

Longtime business undergoes transformation

Tom Joyce | The News

Julie Teague stands beside a rack of Mayberry souvenirs, a mainstay of her multiple business enterprises, with vendor stations 
accommodating her latest endeavor visible to the right.

business

Julie Teague rearranges a display in Mayberry Market & Souvenirs, a revamped store at the same 
location of her previous business, Mayberry Consignments.
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New distillery moves forward with ancient values

1310 EMS DRIVE • 336-789-2926
1.800.442.7906 

www.rogers realty.com

“We can show you every listing on the Market! 
Call us at (336) 789-2926”

00827338

IT’S A BEAUTIFUL DAY IN THE NEIGHBORHOOD -
 COME AND BE A PART OF MR. ROGERS NEIGHBORHOOD!  

You’ll be glad you did!  In Business Since 1964?  

“The Performance People”

You’ll be glad you did!  In Business Since 1964?  

By Terri Flagg
t� agg@civitasmedia.com

Mayberry Spirits owner 
Vann McCoy identifi es a 
curious intersection of the 
old and the new in many 
aspects of his business.

“The ancient informs 
the new,” he said, referring 
to historical traditions as 
well as his personal history 
that have helped shape the 
success of the North South 
Street distillery.

The new part is easy.
The business opened in 

August 2015, the fi rst and 
only distillery in the area; 
the product and marketing 
are on trend, and business 
is better than booming 
— it’s steadily and consis-
tently growing.

“We have been full every 
Saturday since August,” 
McCoy said, noting that 
every single week and 
month have been busier 
than the one before.

“It’s not exponential, we 
purposely don’t want that,” 
he said.

But it’s good.
The distillery also serves 

as a new offering for tour-
ists.

Most of the customers 
at Mayberry Spirits, which 
offers tours and tastings on 
Fridays and Saturdays or 
by appointment, are from 
out of town, 95 percent 
or more, half of whom are 
from out of state.

“The distillery is for 
many an initial stop,” 
said McCoy estimating 
that number at about 100 
people.

Again, he noted, “it’s 
not a giant number,” but it 
shows that folks are inter-
ested in something new.

The fact that the some-
thing new is an “old Appa-
lachian product” and is 
suddenly a tourism draw 
is kind of funny to McCoy, 

but he seems to get the 
joke.

“Progress is seen as 
adding more technology 
or whatever. Sometimes 
progress is a return to sim-
plicity,” he said, explaining 
that simplicity and other 
Mayberry-esque values, 
home, warmth, hospital-
ity, gathering of friends 
and family, are really what 
is distilled and bottled at 
Mayberry Spirits.

McCoy describes the 
“spirit of Mayberry” as 
the “restful feeling needed 
in today’s frantic, busy 
society. It’s knowing when 
to take a breath, when to 
have a drink with friends.”

The Mount Airy native 
wasn’t always as impressed 
with the “spirit” of his 
hometown.

He was born and raised 
on the lore; his dad grew 
up two doors down from 
Andy Griffi th, and “Andy 
chased my mom around 
the soda fountain when 
they were 16,” he said.

But McCoy took off in 
1984, leaving Mount Airy 
High School a year early.

“I wanted out of the little 
town,” he said.

After a stint studying 
astrophysics at Georgia 
Tech, then liberal arts in 
California, he moved to 
Wisconsin and joined a 
monastery.

During his 25 years of 
service as a contemplative 
monk, McCoy traveled the 
world, living in Switzer-
land and Ireland.

About three years ago, 
more than 30 years after 
he left, he returned home 
to care for his elderly 
mother.

“Being back, seeing it 
with adult eyes and having 
been all over the world, 
there really is a warmth 
and simplicity,” he said 
about Mount Airy. “The 

small town feel of hospital-
ity is very genuine and to 
some is very desirable.”

Needing a job, McCoy 
decided to open the distill-
ery, an endeavor for which 
his life as a monk had him, 
however surprisingly, well 
prepared.

“There was an entrepre-
neurial side to contempla-
tive life believe it or not,” 
he said, explaining that the 
self-supporting monaster-
ies “still had to put food on 
the table,” and were tasked 
with fi nding ways to do so.

McCoy, a monk with 
an “entrepreneurial bent,” 
became skilled at adapt-
ing “for-profi t methods to 
support a non-profi t life,” 
serving as an international 
consultant for other non-
profi t organizations.

“I was the ‘poster-monk’ 
for social entrepreneur-
ship,” he said.

Having arrived home 
to fi nd the local wine 
industry fl ourishing and 
the “moonshine craze just 
starting to hit,” McCoy 
identifi ed the distillery as a 
niche market opportunity 
with many possibilities for 
a positive social impact.

“I wanted to bring that 
monastic element into 
business,” said McCoy.

“The production meth-
ods are ancient,” he said, 
noting that historically, 
“Monks have been the 
ones who made the best 
wines, beers and spirits.”

But more importantly, 
those ancient methods are 
“very simple from a pro-
duction standpoint,” which 
gives McCoy and his staff 
a lot of leeway to operate 
the business in as genuine 
and socially responsible 
manner as possible.

The spirits are hand 
crafted from a sorghum 
base, a naturally gluten-
free grain that imparts a 

unique fl avor profi le.
Ingredients are sourced 

locally when possible, 
and by-products are often 
re-purposed instead of 
discarded.

For example, wood chips 
used to “age” and fl avor 
the spirits that, when 
spent, are sold in the retail 
area as smoking chips.

The still and retail area 
were built and decorated 
with re-purposed materials 
from old barns.

In March, the Greater 
Mount Airy Chamber 
of Commerce awarded 
Mayberry Distillery with 
its 2013 Green Business 
Award for their emphasis 
on sustainability.

Greg Beauchamp, a 
distillery employee and 
apprentice of sorts, is liv-
ing proof that McCoy does 
practice what he preaches 
about small town hospital-
ity and monastic values.

Beauchamp, from a 
small town in Upstate New 
York, became obsessed 
with the art of distillation 
while overseas with the 
Peace Corps.

He poured himself into 
the study and returned 
home determined to make 
a career as a distiller.

However, those involved 
in the distillation industry 
up north wouldn’t give 
him a shot due to his non-
traditional education.

“I didn’t even hear back 
from any of them,” he 
recalled.

Beauchamp said he was 
about to give up entirely 
when he heard about May-
berry Spirits.

In a hail-Mary attempt 
to salvage his dream, Beau-
champ went there one 
rainy night and knocked 
on the door.

McCoy took him in, 
opening the door to a 
future in the business 
about which he is passion-
ate.

Things continue to 
evolve at Mayberry Spir-
its, including new types 
of baking extracts and 
fl avored spirits, different 
types of tours and ways of 
purchasing the products, 
and a possible rebranding 
on the horizon.

But certain aspects are 
likely to stay the same.

As McCoy says, “We 
want to imbue it with that 
‘spirit of Mayberry.’”

Reach Terri Flagg at 415-4734.

business

Vann McCoy, owner of Mayberry Spirits, stands in the distillery’s tasting area.
Submitted

Terri Flagg | The News
Mayberry Spirits offers baking extracts which are produced 
through the distillation process.
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accident repair
SpecialiStS
Mt Airy Collision is locally owned and operated by Eddie Mundy.  
Eddie and his technicians have over 30 years experience 
repairing all makes and models of autos and light duty trucks.  

We want to be the auto body repair facility you turn to for all 
your needs.  We strive to provide our clients with excellent 
customer service and are committed to serving you with 
quality and value.  Our goal is to restore your vehicle 
to its original beauty. We’re committed to providing 
you with the highest level of service, so you’ll always 
choose us for your repair needs.  Whether you own 
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2241 Rockford St.,
Mount Airy, NC 27030

(336) 719-2300
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• Regal Nails • Pharmacy

Open 24 Hours

00826055 00825250

On the corners of Main, Oak & City Hall Streets
HISTORIC DOWNTOWN MOUNT AIRY

www.MainOakEmporium.com
www.GoodLifeOutfitter.com

Your one stop shop for all the latest 
gifts, apparel, accessories, and decor!

Mount Airy’s Premier Shopping,
Dining and Entertainment Center

Monday - Sat. 10am - 5:30pm, Sunday 1-5:00pm

(336) 789.2404

By Andy Winemiller
awinemiller@civitasmedia.com

An innovative program 
in the Surry County 
Schools is preparing stu-
dents for the world they 
will meet and ushering 
them into the workforce.

Project Lead the Way 
(PLTW) is a program 
extended to all middle 
school and high school 
students in the county 
district, according to 
assistant superintendent 
Jill Reinhardt. The pro-
gram places a special 
emphasis on science, 
technology, engineering 
and math (collectively 
known as STEM) cur-
riculum.

The program offers 
students a curriculum 
which Reinhardt said 
pushes students to apply 
what they’ve learned 
coupled with problem-
solving skills. In short, 
the effort makes for an 
engaging learning envi-
ronment. It also prepares 
students to apply those 
skills following their 
years in education.

While courses associ-
ated with Project Lead 
the Way are offered 
throughout the county’s 
network of schools, 

an extra emphasis has 
been placed on the pro-
gram at Meadowview 
Magnet Middle School 
and North Surry High 
School.

Students at Mead-
owview can be seen 
tinkering with robots, 
remote control cars and 
boxwood derby cars. 
However, Reinhardt said 
it’s not exactly playtime 
at daycare.

“Those students are 
taking what they’ve 
learned in the areas of 
science, math, engineer-
ing and technology and 
applying them to solve 
a real-world problem,” 
stated Reinhardt, adding 
that other areas of cur-
riculum such as reading 
comprehension are a 
necessity in any prob-
lem-solving venture.

Recently, one student 
showed U.S. Rep. Mark 
Walker his miniature pro-
totype of an automated 
machine which picked up 
a product and moved it.

However, PLTW 
doesn’t stop there.

Project Lead the 
Way’s capstone course is 
offered at North Surry 
High School, which 
recently became nation-
ally certifi ed in the 

PLTW program. There 
students take that proto-
type and have the oppor-
tunity to work with area 
businesses to develop a 
real-world, marketable 
product.

Senior Andrew Cave 
partnered with Mount 
Airy-based Ottenweller 
for his fi nal work in 
PLTW. Through the 
partnership, Andrew 
is designing a “tailgate 
table” to be used in 
modifying Jeeps.

Andrew said he 
began taking the elec-
tive PLTW courses as 
a freshman. Though 
he intends to pursue a 
degree at Wake Forest 
University in health and 
exercise science, he said 
the lessons learned in 
the PLTW program are 
applicable to much more 
than tailgate tables.

“It’s a life lesson 
preparing you for the 
real-world class,” said 
Andrew. “It’s made me a 
better student because 
it’s made me think in 
other ways.”

Andrew went on to 
describe positive attri-
butes the coursework 
reinforced such as 
teamwork and problem-
solving.

“It’s like the real world. 
You have a team, a proj-
ect and a timeline.”

John Smith, another 
senior at North Surry, is 
working to create a lon-
ger lasting tennis ball.

He said he’s been test-
ing glues, sealants and 
other matters in search 
of a tennis ball which 
is twice as durable. His 
search for the perfect 
tennis ball and PLTW 
have helped him deter-
mine what he wants to 
do as he moves out into 
the world.

“I enjoy problem-based 
math,” explained John. “I 
like physics and calculus, 
and I think I might like 
to do something in aero-
space engineering.”

John said Project Lead 
the Way has helped him 
learn the “hands-on” part 
isn’t really for him.

Sophomore Chris 
Smith said he’s just the 
opposite of John. Chris 
is on pace to take all fi ve 
PLTW classes offered at 
North Surry.

“It’s helped me realize 
I want to do something 
in the project-based 
fi eld,” said Chris. “I like 
to work with my hands, 
and PLTW has helped 
me progress those 

skills.”
Project Lead the Way 

teacher Jonathan Sut-
phin said the program 
began in 2012 with only 
two classes of about 10 
students each. Now Proj-
ect Lead the Way offers 
fi ve classes at North 
Surry, and the average 
class size is 24 students.

“It’s a well-developed 
program, which contin-
ues to grow,” remarked 
Sutphin.

Sutphin also said busi-
ness partnerships have 
been key to setting up 
students for future suc-
cess. However, growing 
those partnerships may 
also help fund the pro-
gram, with businesses 
offering up older equip-
ment for use by Project 
Lead the Way students.

John said Sutphin has 
also played a key role in 
the mindset PLTW has 
forced him to adopt.

“He forces us to do the 
legwork — to research 
questions on our own. 
He gives us the tools 
we need and guides us, 
but he makes us do the 
thinking.”

John said that lesson is 
one he will undoubtedly 
take into the real world.
Science institute

Unaffi liated but related 
to Project Lead the Way 
and STEM education is 
the recent addition of 
a science institute for 
county schools students.

While housed at Mead-
owview, program admin-
istrator Jeff Edwards 
said the programs the 
institute offers are avail-
able for use by schools 
and students from 
throughout the county.

This summer Edwards 
will play host to about 
150 elementary students 
for a week-long science 
camp. Programs offered 
to middle school stu-
dents include Jr. Camp 
Med, Ecology and Envi-
ronment, Robotic and 
Electronic Technologies, 
Engineering and Design, 
Game Design and Bio-
technology.

Like PLTW, the sci-
ence institute works to 
bridge a gap between 
learning and real-world 
application. It engages 
youth.

That’s what it’s all 
about for Reinhardt — 
engaging youth to better 
prepare them to compete 
in an ever changing 
world.

Andy is a sta�  writer and may be 
reached at 415-4698..

Programs engage students

Andy Winemiller | The News

U.S. Rep. Mark Walker, right, talks to Meadowview Magnet Middle 
School teachers Tammy Taylor and Joe Whisnant.

education

Andy Winemiller | The News

From left, North Surry students John Smith, Andrew Cave and Chris Smith work on Project Lead the 
Way assignments.

Andy Winemiller | The News

Project Lead the Way teacher Jonathan Sutphin provides 
instruction to sophomore Chris Smith.

Andy Winemiller | The News

From left, Meadowview student Matthew Gillespie shows N.C. Sent. Sen. Shirley Randleman and N.C. 
Rep. Sarah Stevens his invention as part of Project Lead the Way.

Andy Winemiller | The News

North Surry senior John Smith displays his Project Lead the Way 
undertaking. He’s trying to make a more durable tennis ball.
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By Je�  Linville

As technology grows by leaps and 
bounds, school offi cials are working 
to keep up with the latest innovations, 
searching for ways to put them to work in 
the classroom.

Teachers always want to keep their 
students attentive and engaged. A bored 
student doesn’t learn as well. Fortunately, 
children are fascinated with gadgets and 
technology.

“We live in a hyper-engaged world,” 
said Lucas Gillispie, director of academic 
and digital learning for Surry County 
Schools. “We don’t have to take kids to 
the technology. … We take the tools that 
kids are using on their own and leverage 
them in the classroom in a productive 
way.”

Asked how technology helps learning, 
Gillespie said, “When you see students 
using it themselves, when they are able to 
use tools, like the Smart board to simulate 
their learning and to create and try new 
things, that’s when it’s at its best use.”

In the lowest grades, a Smart board 
allows kids to touch items on the screen 
and move them around, he said. It gets 
the children actively involved in learning 
and keeps them engaged.

With younger children such as in kin-
dergarten and fi rst grade, making learn-
ing fun is a key component to teaching.

Gillespie said there are lots of games 
and sorting activities available that rein-
force concepts that the teachers are show-
ing students.

As the students get a little older, a vid-
eogame can help with such concepts as 
math problem-solving skills. Gillespie said 
Minecraft can help teach things like area, 

perimeter and volume.
According to the videogame’s own 

website, “At its core, Minecraft is an open 
world that promotes creativity, collabora-
tion, and problem solving. It’s enjoyed by 
a worldwide community of over 100 mil-
lion players.”

For those who aren’t familiar, students 
can travel through a museum-like world, 
said Gillespie. In one room they can look 
at several objects and calculate the vol-
ume of the objects; then they can move 
into another room where there are more 
complex problems to solve. There are 
also rooms where the children can create 
their own environments using certain 
parameters.

As the children get older and more 
responsible, an item like an iPod Touch 
can be useful.

The iPod started out simply as a music 
player, but has grown more advanced.

With the addition of amenities like a 
camera and WiFi, the iPod Touch is more 
like a compact tablet.

Because of how iPods are toted around, 
the design tends to be a little more rug-
ged and dependable than a tablet, Gil-
lespie believed.

An iPod is a handheld research tool, he 
said. Kids can use the camera to capture 
ideas and examples. The internet allows 
them to look up information on a topic. 
Apps can help with tasks like calculations 
and conversions between English and 
metric measurements.

Part of Gillespie’s job is helping teach-
ers understand how digital integration 
can take place in the classroom.

There is a nationally recognized frame-
work called the SAMR model, he said, 
Substitution Augmentation Modifi ca-

tion Redefi nition model. SAMR helps 
educators with leverage digital tools for 
enhanced learning.

Whereas the library used to be a place 
full of books supervised by a librarian, 
today’s media centers are the focal point 
of technology, and media center coordina-
tors have needed far more training than 
in days past.

Ongoing professional development is 
another area where Gillespie focuses his 
time through a new concept the school 
district is calling the Epic Academy.

Epic Academy
In January 2015, Gillespie launched the 

new online development pilot for teachers 
and continues to lead its evolution.

“It’s a different way of looking at devel-
opment,” he said. “They can work on it in 
their own time. It’s choice-driven – what 
elements of the system do they want to 
learn about?”

Epic Academy, he explained, “is 
designed around a mastery approach. 
Say, a new Google tool. The teachers 
learn about the tool and apply it to the 
classroom and show how they’ve done it.” 
When the teacher not only learns about 
the idea, but applies it to learning, then 

SCS incorporates tech in classroom

education

Students use the computer game Minecraft to learn about ecology.            Surry County Schools                        

See TECH | B4

Students at Meadowview Magnet Middle School use technology in a Project Lead the Way activity.
Surry County Schools

Construction is under way to link Mount Airy’s two greenways.
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By Tom Joyce
tjoyce@civitasmedia.com

Mount Airy and 
North Surry high 
schools have been fierce 
rivals for years, but that 
hasn’t kept two of their 
graduates from becom-
ing partners in a busi-
ness called LazerEdge 
Designs.

As its name implies, 
the operation employs 
laser technology in 
manufacturing an array 
of home decor products, 
such as monogrammed 
maps, ornaments, coast-
ers and items highlight-
ing Andy Griffith and 
the N.C. State Univer-
sity Wolfpack, where 
owner and CEO Will 
Pfitzner is a senior.

And while the grow-
ing business is now 
based in Raleigh where 
it was founded as a col-
lege venture, Pfitzner 

and Isabella Gillespie, 
the chief operating 
officer of LazerEdge 
Designs, are hoping 
to soon relocate it to 
Mount Airy and hire 
both full- and part-time 
employees.

“To bring it back 
home is very exciting,” 
Gillespie said of a man-
ufacturing venture that 
had humble beginnings 
before taking off rather 
unexpectedly.

Both Gillespie and 
Pfitzner hail from Surry 
County, where she 
attended North Surry, 
and is a former home-
coming queen at the 
school based in Toast. 
Meanwhile, Pfitzner 
spent his high school 
years at Mount Airy, 
where he was an all-
conference athlete in 
soccer, swimming and 
tennis.

While the campuses 

are just a few miles 
apart, their students 
have a deep dislike for 
each other, which for-
tunately didn’t affect 
Pfitzner and Gillespie 
— at least not too 
much.

“Will and I have been 
best friends since we 
were 14,” Gillespie said 
of the business partners 
now in their early 20s, 
“and we’ve also always 
had a competitive edge 
between us.”

After high school, Gil-
lespie headed to East 
Carolina University, 
where she graduated 
in two-and-a-half years 
with a degree in biol-
ogy.

Pfitzner enrolled at 
N.C. State, where he 
is in his last semester 
majoring in biological 
engineering, but which 
also exposed him to an 
engineering program 

Ex-school rivals focused on laser business

Submitted photos

Isabella Gillespie, chief operating officer of LazerEdge Designs, reviews a 3,000 North Carolina ornament order while owner/CEO Will 
Pfitzner assembles a custom map design as the laser cutter etches.

Gillespie and Pfitzner offer their unique products during last year’s Autumn Leaves Festival in Mount Airy.

business

See LAZER | B6

Gillespie displays a map, one of the specialties of LazerEdge Designs.

00827307

at the university which 
promotes entrepreneur-
ship. As part of that 
program, he learned 
woodworking skills 
using a laser cutter.
Simple beginnings

Gillespie traces the 
origins of LazerEdge 
Designs to the Christ-
mas of 2014.

It began with Pfitzner 
— who is the son of 
Dr. Glenn Pfitzner of 
Mount Airy — making 
a monogrammed item 
for Gillespie. That led 
to creating similar gifts 
for other people, which 
were well-received.

“And it just spread 
like wildlife,” Gillespie 
said of LazerEdge 
Designs, which official-
ly has been in business 
for about a year.

The venture has ben-
efited from tapping into 
the resources at N.C. 
State, including enlist-
ing the help of various 
students who were 
enthusiastic about the 
opportunity to also gain 
experience in their cho-
sen fields.

For example, mar-
keting and computer 
students aided in the 
launching of a Laz-
erEdge Designs web 
site that exposed the 
business to a mass 
audience and generated 
online sales. Students 
of the N.C. State School 

of Design also have 
worked on individual 
projects for the opera-
tion.

And then there is 
“The Garage,” a busi-
ness creation and pro-
totyping area available 
for students who have 
a passion for entrepre-
neurship. It provides 
a common space for 
those from all academic 
disciplines to develop 
new ideas and work on 
entrepreneurial endeav-
ors.

The Garage also 
contains a laser cut-
ter, which provided the 
basis for the new busi-
ness.

“If we had not had 
the laser cutter at N.C. 
State, we wouldn’t have 
been able to do this,” 
Gillespie said of the 
equipment that has 
allowed their differ-

ent designs to become 
reality. “Laser cutters 
are very expensive.” 
The top price range for 
such devices is about 
$80,000.
Variety of items

Yet having access to 
machinery is not the 
whole story, which is 
where the creativity of 
the LazerEdge Designs 
team has come into play 
with a collaboration of 
technology and the arts. 
“That’s something that 
has been pretty unique, 
bringing the two togeth-
er,” Gillespie said.

“Everything we make 
is custom,” she added.

“We’re getting wood 
from North Carolina, 
which is pretty excit-
ing,” Gillespie said of 
the maple and wood 
that form the basis for 
many of LazerEdge 
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this earns a mastery badge.
There is a digital badge that can be displayed 

online, but there also is a physical badge that edu-
cators can display on a banner outside their class-
rooms. The badges can become a point of pride for 
teachers to show off.

Gillespie said there was good feedback to the pilot 
program last year.

According to his post on edurealms.com, Gillespie 
said 40 teachers completed 217 quests, acquired 91 
achievements and earned 7.8 continuing education 
credits in just three weeks.

Based off the feedback, he tweaked things and 
relaunched the academy.

The concept was so innovative that Education 
Week magazine did an article on this. Gillespie has 
given presentations to other educators about the 
academy both in North Carolina and in other states.

Such new concepts have allowed local educators to 
take part in other innovative initiatives, such as the 
N.C. Digital Leaders Coaching Network, established 
by the Friday Institute, part of N.C. State University 
in Raleigh.

Alicia Ray, of Flat Rock Elementary, was one of the 
first cohorts selected to be part of this group, said 
Gillespie.

This year, Alicia is a mentor, and Copeland’s 
Rebecca Bennett is taking part in the coaching net-
work.

This program has intense professional develop-
ment with cohorts working closely with their home 
districts to implement what they’ve learned, he said.

This September, Surry County Schools will host 
its first-ever EdCamp.

EdCamp is a networking, collaborative event 
where teachers can share ideas such as digital learn-
ing in a fairly unstructured format, he said. There 
will be no scheduled speakers, but rather the conver-
sations can flow where participants want to go.

Teachers and administrators from all over the state 
already have begun registering for this event, which 
will be held at Meadowview Middle.

A park ranger points out geological features at Pilot Mountain State Park. The park marks the eastern 
end of segment six of the Mountains to Sea Trail.

By Andy Winemiller
awinemiller@civitasmedia.com

Nestled in the Yadkin Valley, Surry 
County is blessed with beautiful natural 
resources ranging from mountains to sim-
ply breath-taking waterways.

Area leaders have looked to capitalize 
on those resources in recent years, work-
ing to make them accessible as a means of 
recreation for local residents and as a way 
to draw tourists to the area.
Waterways

Surry County is host to a number of 
waterways navigable by canoe or kayak. 
The Yadkin, Ararat, Fisher and Mitchell 
Rivers have become favorites of local pad-
dlers. However, the pristine waterways are 
attracting paddlers from outside the area.

Surry County Parks and Recreation 
Director Daniel White, in a recent pre-
sentation to the Surry County Board of 
Commissioners, said interest in the sport 
of kayaking is up by 250 percent from a 
decade ago. Interest in canoeing is up 60 
percent.

White’s numbers were based on a sur-
vey of Surry County residents performed 
by his department.

While interest is up, it didn’t just hap-
pen naturally. White and many others 
have focused on making Surry County’s 
waterways accessible to the public.

The portion of the Yadkin River run-
ning along the county’s southern border 
has also been named an alternate route for 
North Carolina’s Mountains to Sea Trail. 
Hikers may now opt to complete that por-
tion of the trail by boat, rather than on 
foot.

Making the waterways accessible isn’t 
a small task, however. Many of them have 
steep banks which make dropping a canoe 
in a tough venture. Accessibility has been 
a major bullet on White’s list of projects.

“Our goal is to have an access point 
about every five to eight miles,” remarked 
White.

According to the parks and recreation 
director, that length of trip is the most 
sought after. Paddlers can put in, enjoy 
a float down the river and still make it 
home for dinner.

Last year the county cut the ribbon to a 
canoe access point at Burch Station, just 
east of Elkin off N.C. 268. The point is a 
few miles down river from the Crater Park 

access west of the town. About five miles 
from the new point a person can take his 
or her boat out of the water on the Yadkin 
County side of the river at N.C. 601.

The point in Elkin was built in partner-
ship with the N.C. Wildlife Resources 
Commission. The state department used 
a federal grant to pay for the access site. 
Surry County contributed no money to 
the venture and is charged with maintain-
ing the site, according to White.

Another access point, located at Bray 
Ford and Rockford Road, is in the works 
on the Fisher River.

White said partnerships have been key 
in developing the water trails.

“It has taken decades of visionaries to 
get to where we are today,” noted White. 
“It’s also taken many people and organiza-
tions working together.”

Water trails don’t affect just those who 
use them, however. A 2008 “Paddlers 
Report” published by the N.C. State Trails 
Program reports the Yadkin River as num-
ber eight on a list of most utilized rivers in 
the state. Forty percent of paddling occurs 
in the Piedmont region of the state.

About 70 percent of respondents in the 
study named trips lasting less than a full 
day as their preferred sort of paddling 
experience, illustrating the need for access 
points which provide the opportunity for 
paddlers to take trips five to eight miles in 
length. That same percentage of paddlers 
named the availability of safe and secure 
access points as their major concern when 
planning a trip.

According to a N.C. Fish and Game 
report, $3.5 billion was generated in the 
state’s economy as a result of outdoor 
activities in 2011.

Some locals haven’t been blind to the 
rise of ecotourism. Paul Carter runs Yad-
kin River Adventures, and his company is 
entering its tenth season on the water.

Carter said he’s seen interest in pad-
dling rise greatly throughout the course 
of the past decade. He started his busi-
ness in Rockford with a van, a trailer and 
a few kayaks and canoes. Now he has 
enough business to operate three vans and 
upwards of 50 boats.

Carter said he primarily rents boats, 
equipment and provides transportation 
to area residents. However, he’s seen his 
body of customers branch out to include 
folks vacationing to the area. Carter net-

works with local cabin rental companies 
and other businesses to drum up business 
among tourists.

He also said folks are beginning to look 
for longer paddling experiences, hoping to 
spend a little more time on the “pristine” 
river and get a little closer to nature.

“We are trying to get into the multi-
day trips a little more,” explained Carter. 
“People want that true wilderness experi-
ence.”

Another change has been the diversity 
of the customer base. Carter said manu-
facturers are making kayaks for children, 
and people are living healthier lives which 
lend themselves to higher levels of activity 
as they approach their golden years.

“I put an 89-year-old man on the water,” 
explained Carter. “He had always wanted 
to try it, so we talked about it. The only 
problem was once we got him in, he didn’t 
want to get out. He loved it.”

Carter said his business is lucky to reap 
the benefits of decades of hard work, indi-
cating many folks started with a vision to 
make the Yadkin River an accessible trail 
many years ago.
Mountains to Sea

The Yadkin River water trail also plays 
a part in a much larger project, which 
spans the state.

The Mountains to Sea trail starts at 
Clingmans Dome in the Great Smokey 
Mountains and runs to Jockey’s Ridge in 
the Outer Banks, according to the Friends 

of the Mountains to Sea website. The 
trail spans nearly 1,000 miles, and it cuts 

Trails market area to ecotourists
recreation

Academy provides virtual lessons
By Jeff Linville

One of Surry County Schools’ 
most innovative endeavors began 
from a simple idea of wanting to 
help others.

A few years ago school district 
officials decided to help Habitat 
for Humanity by having students 
construct the shell of a house on 
campus. The work was done at 
North Surry, but students from 
Surry Central and East Surry also 
took part and earned class credit in 
the process.

This was a great way of using 
what kids could learn in shop class 
in a real-world job — all while 
helping a struggling family acquire 
an affordable home.

Once the students got into the 
flow of working, however, the kids 
didn’t want to stop just because 
their class period was over, noted 
Neil Atkins, director of virtual 
learning and secondary educa-
tion. They wanted to keep going 
longer than the hour-and-a-half of 
class time. And the project leaders 
appreciated their work ethic.

So, five or six years ago school 
leadership was looking at a way to 
let the boys stay on the job for two 
class periods, and make up that 
missed block (their senior English 
class) outside traditional school 
hours.

In order to offer English online, 
the school district needed a soft-
ware system, and Haiku Learning 
was a vehicle to deliver course 
content, said Atkins, a former prin-
cipal at North Surry.

“That was the beginnings of 
virtual learning here,” said Atkins, 
who moved from the high school 
to the central office in July.

“For me, it’s an opportunity,” he 
said. “I like the global view of a 
school system and how we create 
and constantly search for a better 
way to serve students. I can be 
involved in programs that reach 
more than just North Surry but all 
the secondary education across the 
county.”

From that modest beginning 
of offering just senior English, 
the district’s online selection has 
grown to 25 courses for both 
juniors and seniors.

“About three years ago, the 
Board of Education decided 
this was a flexability the district 
needed,” said Atkins. “Dr. (Travis) 
Reeves never says we can’t do this. 
He says, ‘Why not?’”

Atkins said the school system 
didn’t receive extra funding from 
the state for this concept, but 
found a way to do so within its 
regular budget.

Now under the heading of the 
Surry Virtual Academy, the district 
has been serving about 200 stu-
dents each semester and has 220 
enrolled this spring.

With the academy up and run-
ning, Atkins said he has pursued 
some grants to help with funding. 
He is always looking for ways to 
not only sustain what the county 
has, but to improve it as well.

“There are too many coming to 
see us for it not to become some-
thing that is seen on a broader and 
broader scale,” said Atkins.

That’s right. Not only is the 
Virtual Academy something inno-
vative for Surry County, this is a 
concept that has brought educators 
from across the state and even 
other states to learn how it works 
and to use it as a model for their 
own districts.

“It’s one of the best things we’ve 
done in a long time,” said Atkins.

What makes the Academy such a 
good thing?

For starters, the courses are 
designed and taught by county 
school teachers. Once the course is 
built, another teacher for the same 
subject will review the design and 
see how well it holds up to state 
standards of learning.

If the district couldn’t commit to 
a certain level of excellence, then 
he wouldn’t feel right offering the 
course, said Atkins.

Also, if a student is having trou-
ble with a course, the teacher is 

available to meet face to face since 
he or she works in the district.

Why do students need the Vir-
tual Academy?

Kids have a lot of responsibilities 
that can impact their lives. Some 
have younger siblings to watch, 
some have to get jobs to help sup-
port the household. Some may 
need to catch up on credits if they 
aren’t on target to graduate with 
their class.

Also, said Atkins, everyone 
learns differently, and some benefit 
from this format.

The program has a high suc-
cess rate, said Atkins. For the fall 
semester, the initial pass rate was 
85 percent, with others doing extra 
work to bump that final pass rate a 
little higher.

Of course, a key component to 
this format is establishing enroll-
ment guidelines to narrow down 
who can take the classes.

Online learning does require a 
certain amount of self-discipline 
and organization, said Atkins.

Guidance counselors already 
work with kids on topics like 
choosing a college and selecting 
courses, so they are the starting 
point for steering students toward 
the Academy who could benefit 
the most.

The district hasn’t expanded to 
offering courses to ninth- and 10th-
graders yet. Atkins said he wasn’t 
sure if online learning would serve 
those students’ needs as well as 
it does the older, more mature 
students. However, he is exploring 
ways to improve the system and 
doesn’t want to be satisfied with 
where the Academy is now.

One idea for expanding the con-
cept would be to reach out to the 
home-school community.

These are parents who already 
have seen advantages to not having 
their children in a traditional class-
room environment, said Atkins. 
And yet, they still want their chil-
dren to get an education, so this 
format could be a perfect opportu-
nity for them.

Andy Winemiller | The News

Andy Winemiller | The News

The western end of the Mountains to Sea Trail’s 
segment six, Stone Mountain State Park, is home 
to some impressive waterfalls.
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There are 35 counties 
and a dozen cities in 
North Carolina which 
are home to more people 
than Surry County, but 
not many of them have 
the plethora of recreation-
al and sports facilities, 
activities and programs 
that are available within a 
few minutes’ drive of the 
roughly 75,000 residents 
here.

There are major recre-
ational facilities in three 
of the county’s four incor-
porated cities and towns, 
including ones in Mount 
Airy and Pilot Mountain 
which would be the envy 
of many much larger 
communities. Many of 
the facilities are open 
year-round, in some cases 
even on major holidays, 
and even the ones that 
require membership are 
priced reasonably for 
what is on offer.

Mount Airy, Pilot 
Mountain and Elkin are 
all home to large com-
munity center facilities, 
with the one in Pilot 
Mountain not only offer-
ing more than two dozen 
fi tness, youth, and after-
school programs, but also 
places to play just about 
any sport that one can 
think of.
Mount Airy

In the city of Mount 
Airy, the Reeves Com-
munity Center on Renfro 
Drive is open 360 days 
a year, closing only on 
New Year’s Day, Easter 
Sunday, Thanksgiv-
ing, Christmas Eve and 
Christmas Day. Reeves is 
administered as a public 
nonprofi t organization, 
and the facility is open to 

the public and also serves 
as the home pool for the 
Mount Airy High School 
swimming team, as well 
as private swim clubs. As 
one might imagine from 
that clientele, it has a 
competition-level indoor 
and outdoor pool. In 
operation since 1951, it 
has been under the aus-
pices of the Mount Airy 
Parks and Recreation 
Department since 2005 
and serves as the depart-
ment’s headquarters.

However, Reeves isn’t 
just about swimming. 
The community center 
also includes facilities for 
basketball, racquetball, 
cycling, and other sports, 
as well as classrooms for 
health and fi tness classes 
year-round. Programs 
for adults, children, and 
families are all available. 
See www.mountairy.
org/161/Special-Events-
Activities for a full list of 
activities offered through 
the Reeves Community 
Center.

In addition what’s on 
offer at Reeves, Mount 
Airy’s Parks and Rec-
reation Department 
sponsors several special 
events during the course 
of each year. In 2016, the 
department will spon-
sor four running events 
to go along with events 
for children and seniors. 
There is an annual Easter 
Egg hunt, along with 
spring events for seniors 
(the recently completed 
Health and Wellness 
Fair), and KidsFest, 
which takes places this 
year on April 30.

This year’s runs are 
all in a 5K and/or 10K 
format and will take 
place later in the year. 
They include the May 

21 Running the Vines 
at Shelton Vineyards in 
nearby Dobson, the Oct. 
15 5K on the Greenway 
at the Emily Taylor Gre-
enway, the Mayberry Half 
Marathon 5K/10K on 
Nov. 12 at the Main Oak 
Emporium, and the sev-
enth annual Rosy Cheeks 
on Dec. 10, a 5K at Riv-
erside Park, where an 
unwrapped toy for needy 
children at Christmas is 
the cost of admission.

The city maintains the 
aforementioned Emily 
Taylor Greenway along 
with the Ararat River 
Greenway, a baseball and 
softball facility at Gra-
ham Field on Old Jones 
School Road, and three 
city parks, Riverside, 
Skate and Westwood. 
Additional baseball and 
softball facilities and a 
bike trail are offered at 
Westwood Park.

In addition, several 
recreational activities are 
offered by organizations 
outside the umbrella of 
the county or city recre-
ation departments. Later 
in 2016, running events 
will be held on July 9 
(Bridgette’s Belief Run 
5K, for ALS research), 
and Aug. 6 (Downtown 
Rocks and Runs 5K, 
benefi ts United Fund of 
Surry). Pinnacle hosts 
the Jacob Pettitt Memo-
rial 5k every fall to ben-
efi t the scholarship fund 
in Pettitt’s name; this 
year’s race will be held on 
Nov. 5. Pilot Mountain 
is the site of the SCS 
Educational Foundation 
MAD Dash, an annual 
fundraiser, on April 30 
this year, and the PMWC 
Heart and Sole 5K, an 
annual event sponsored 
by the town’s Woman’s 

Club. This year’s race will 
take place on May 7 dur-
ing the town’s Mayfest.
Pilot Mountain

In the southern and 
eastern parts of Surry 
County, the Armfi eld 
Civic Center in Pilot 
Mountain is often the 
place to go for sports 
and recreational activi-
ties. The center is main-
tained on the basis of a 
membership system, in 
which various levels of 
membership for families, 
couples, and individuals 
are offered. Facilities in, 
or located on the prem-
ises of the Armfi eld Cen-
ter are also the home of 
several local high school 
sports teams. East Surry 
High School’s baseball, 
softball, tennis and swim-
ming teams compete 
there, and it is also the 
home of Surry Central’s 
swim team and some-
times for that of North 
Surry, along with the 
home basketball court for 
the Surry Homeschool 
boys and girls teams. 
East Surry Little League 
uses the facilities for its 
home games, as well.

Youth programs in all 
of those sports, as well 
as soccer, are offered 
through the Center, 
which also hosts after-
school programs and a 
summer camp for chil-
dren. A total of 22 differ-
ent fi tness classes are on 
offer throughout the year, 
with programs tailored to 
people of all ages.

The Nelson Acres Park 
is located next to the 
Center and is adminis-
tered by it. The Park is 
open to the public 365 
days a year and includes 
a playground for children, 
picnic shelters, and an 

amphitheatre.
The Armfi eld Center 

also hosts an annual 5K 
race as a fundraiser. The 
Pilot Mountain 5K Trail 
Run/Walk is held every 
October to help raise 
money for programs at 
Armfi eld.
Elkin

The Town of Elkin’s 
Parks and Recreation 
Department also oper-
ates its own Recreation 
Center on a membership 
basis, with special rates 
for families, seniors and 
children. The center 
offers fi tness classes in 
different disciplines for 
people of all ages, tennis 
courts with lessons for 
inexperienced players, 
and also has a competi-
tion-level outdoor pool 
that is home to the Elkin 
High School swim team 
and the Elkin Wet Light-
ning club team.

The rec center offers 
cardio equipment, free 
weights, plate loaded 
machines, indoor walk-
ing and a basketball gym. 
It is located next to the 
town’s Municipal Park, 
where facilities for base-
ball, softball, and tennis 
are offered.

The town offers a 
summer Day Camp for 
children, and like Mount 
Airy, has a system of 
parks and greenways in 
place and under contin-
ued development. Elkin 
sponsors an annual East 
Egg Hunt for children, 
a spring 5K race known 
as the “Hammer 5K” 
to benefi t Habitat for 
Humanity, and the Insane 
Terrain 5K in the fall.
Dobson/Surry County

The town of Dobson 
doesn’t have its own 
recreation center, but 

as it’s centrally located 
and the county seat of 
Surry County, it plays a 
major role in the county’s 
recreation system, along 
with having signifi cant 
athletic facilities available 
within its town limits at 
both Surry Central High 
School and Surry Com-
munity College.

Surry County main-
tains a system of nine 
community centers 
throughout the county, 
primarily for youth, 
which offer services to 
their individual com-
munities. Among those 
served are Cedar Ridge, 
Copeland, Lowgap, 
Mountain Park, Salem 
Fork, Sandy Level, 
Shoals, Westfi eld and 
White Plains.

Surry County’s rec 
department sponsors 
annual Yadkin Valley 
Senior Games each 
spring. The Senior 
Games events are held in 
every community of the 
county.

Youth sports activities 
in Dobson are frequently 
offered through the use 
of the facilities at the 
nearby Fisher River Park, 
which is open 363 days a 
year (closed on Thanks-
giving and Christmas). 
The park features a base-
ball fi eld, two softball 
fi elds, a regulation soccer 
fi eld, and a soccer fi eld 
for small children. Fisher 
River also hosts a courts 
for basketball and vol-
leyball, a horseshoe pit, a 
quarter-mile paved walk-
ing trail, and a mountain 
bike trail. Picnic shelters 
and an amphitheatre are 
also available.

Reach John via Twitter at @
johncate73.

Surry is rich in recreational facilities, programs
recreation



directly through Surry County.
While the Yadkin River was recently 

approved as a means to traverse the sec-
tion of trail cutting through Surry County, 
the traditional method of hiking is also an 
option for adventurers.

Work is still in progress to better the 
hiking experience.

According to the Friends organization, 
much of segment six of the trail, which 
runs from Stone Mountain State Park to 
Pilot Mountain State Park, is still road-
hiking. Of the 66.2 miles, the majority of 
which runs through Surry County, 57.2 
miles of the hiking experience is spent on 
gravel or paved roads.

In order to meet the goal of allowing 
hikers to spend their miles on trails rather 
than roads, many miles of easements 
must be garnered. Some passionate local 
residents have taken the lead in develop-
ing the trail.

Dr. Bill Blackley, a retired physician 
from Elkin, serves as chair of the Elkin 
Valley Trails Association. His organization 
is leading the efforts to set up the ease-
ments on segment six.

According to Blackley, the effort is 
ongoing, but he also said property owners 
have been supportive of the task.

“We set up a two-mile-wide section 
along the roads (currently used as part 
of the trail), and we are trying to get the 
easements through those properties,” 
explained Blackley. “Ninety percent of 
people are willing to work with us and 
(are) favorable to our project.”

The process of “meandering our way 
from one property owner to another” is 
already bringing results. Blackley said 
easements are in place coming from Stone 
Mountain and out of Elkin. An easement 
is in place running through Grassy Knoll 
Vineyard as well. Property owners such as 
Weyerhauser, Vaughn-Bassett and Spice 
Brush Farms have looked favorably upon 
the trail plans. However, easements have 
yet to be fi nalized at those three proper-
ties.

Blackley added a property owner takes 
on no liability when an easement is grant-
ed. They are protected under the state’s 
“Good Samaritan Law.”

An effort to construct bridges is also 
working out well for Blackley’s group. A 
140-foot bridge was recently constructed, 
and smaller bridges are in place. A 178-

foot bridge will be constructed in May.
Constructing the bridges is part of a 

plan which Blackley described as, “trying 
to do the hardest parts fi rst, then building 
the trail.”

Blackley said his organization operates 
as an all-volunteer force and through pri-
vate donations, though some grant funds 
have been used in bridge construction. 
Four fundraisers, including a Trails Boo-
gie in June, help pay the way for the trail.

One positive affect of the trail project 
has been the cohesiveness it has built 
among groups and public offi cials, includ-
ing those from other counties, according 
to Blackley.

“The effort has pulled Wilkes and Surry 
counties together,” said Blackley. “It’s 
created some really good partnerships. 
Everybody is working with the bast inter-
ests of the area in mind.”

“Everybody is trying to keep their 
hands on the same rung of the ladder.”
Not just the big projects

Blackley said spawn-off projects are also 
expected, saying the end-state goal would 
be to link areas further north such as Dob-
son and Mount Airy to the larger trail.

There’s already a foundation in place 
for those ambitions. Mount Airy has two 
greenways cutting through the heart of 
the city along scenic routes, including the 
Ararat River, which leads to the Yadkin. A 
project to link the two greenways, which 
is already under way, may be followed by 
another to extend further north to White 
Sulfer Springs, according to city leaders.

Blackley envisions a pathway linking 
Mount Airy’s trails to the Mountains to 
Sea Trail.

Blackley’s organization also is building 
a 26-mile horse trail from Stone Mountain 
State Park, and a mountain biking trail at 
the park is in the works.

Surry County contains more than 500 
miles of scenic bike-ways, according to 
White. There is also more than six miles 
of mountain bike trails at Fisher River 
Park.

With the addition of Lovills Creek to 
the state’s network of delayed harvest 
trout fi shing streams, much progress has 
been made to create recreation for local 
residents and to draw sportsmen from 
surrounding areas.

Area offi cials are looking to capitalize 
on a rise in ecotourism, a venture they 
hope will bring more tourist dollars to the 
area and provide a better standard of liv-
ing to locals.

Andy is a sta�  writer and may be reached at 415-4698.
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Visit us online for 
special offers!

110 Splash Ln.
Mount Airy, N.C. 27030

(336) 7 55-3011

HOURS:

WE ARE LOCATED JUST 
NORTH OF MOUNT AIRY, 

NC OFF NORTH ANDY 
GRIFFITH PARKWAY 

(HWY 52) AT 110 SPLASH 
LANE AND SHARE A 

PARKING WITH MT AIRY 
COLLISION CENTER.

We are a new locally owned and operated rental 
car business.  Our goal is to provide excellent 
customer service every time you rent with us.  
Whether you are going on a business trip, your 
vehicle is in for repairs or you are planning a 
vacation to enjoy a few days away, let us provide 
you with dependable transportation.  
 
All our units are current, fuel efficient cars which 
provide the utmost safety features.  Standard 
LED headlights shine the way to your destination.  
Most units have Bluetooth® wireless connectivity 
for hands-free phone and music streaming.

Our reservation and check out process is quick 
and efficient.  We provide free pickup at local repair 
and body shops as well as the airport.  We won't 
keep you waiting or delayed for your destination.  

Mon. - Fri.
8:30 AM -
5:30 PM

Who We Are:

We provide pickup at the local airport and
transportation to meetings and training classes.  

MT Airy Auto Rentals

Wayne Farms LLC 
802 E. Atkins Street, Dobson, NC 27017

(336) 386-8151

We are an innovative food manufacturing company with a solution-based approach to our business.

Wayne Farms LLC is a leader in the business-to-business market while increasing shareholder value. We 
strive to be the partner of choice to our customers, employees and communities.

Whether packaged under the WAYNE FARMS® 
brand or privately packaged for club stores, 
supermarkets and processors, quality, size, 
volume and packaging are available to meet 
any speci�cation.

From Farm

To Fork
•   High Quality Products

•   Food Safety Leadership

Wayne Farms LLC o�ers a 
wide range of fresh chicken 
cuts and packaging to meet 
customers’ needs.

•   Product Consistency
 From Order To Order

•   Secure, Lasting Partnerships
 With Customers

00825335
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Trails

Designs’ products.
They reflect elaborate etchings, 

including maps of North Carolina 
and other places with people’s 
initials, small hearts or words of 
inspiration inlaid on them; wooden 
monograms; American flags; laser-
edge picture frames; monogrammed 
acrylic keychains; N.C. State 
logos of various forms; and mono-
grammed tiles.

An example of one order Lazer-
Edge Designs received was to manu-
facture 3,000 ornaments for the 
school to send out to donors.

The list of laser cut-outs also 
includes something Gillespie is 
especially proud of, wooden coast-
ers that don’t stick to surfaces.

Every piece of wood used in Laz-
erEdge Designs’ process is sanded 
and stained by hand.

In addition to conventional 
objects such as maps, LazerEdge 
Designs can use photographs of oth-
ers to create various custom prod-
ucts desired by buyers.

“Our stuff definitely is unique,” 
Gillespie said of the intricate 
designs and fine attention to detail 
that it reflects. She added that the 
LazerEdge Designs staff has been 
unable to find any other entity “who 
can match our quality” in terms of 
designs and workmanship.

“Just the laser beam itself is diffi-
cult to match,” she said of the effect 
created, derived from the know-how 
of using precise settings to make 
designs come alive, which is impos-
sible to achieve with human hands 
alone. “It’s a very powerful piece of 
machinery.”

In addition to online sales, the 
products have been offered at other 
venues.

“We ended up going to the 
Autumn Leaves Festival last year,” 
Gillespie said of the annual event in 
Mount Airy that is a showcase for 
the region’s best crafts.

LazerEdge Designs also maintains 
a vendor space at Mayberry Market 
on North Main Street in downtown 
Mount Airy, where its products are 
offered. “We’re really happy to be in 

there,” Gillespie said.
A new laser cutter recently was 

ordered which will allow larger 
items of 4 feet by 8 feet to be pro-
duced, meaning the business can 
make items such as signs.

The future
LazerEdge Designs now has a 

rented work space and is part of the 
Raleigh Arts Collective, a hub for 
people and businesses designing 
and building their own products.

With Pfitzner having to juggle 
his responsibilities as a full-time 
student, he and Gillespie have been 
assisted by employees and volun-
teers for the Raleigh operation.

Gillespie mentioned that she has 
been working with the business full-
time, despite being accepted to the 
ECU School of Medicine. But she 
has deferred that acceptance until 
next February.

Pfitzner also has accepted a job 
with a consulting group, but that 
apparently will be on hold due to 
plans to be involved with LazerEdge 
Designs after his graduation from 
N.C. State.

They each plan to divert their 
chosen career plans to concentrate 
on bringing their business to Mount 
Airy, the location of which was not 
official as of yet.

The two are excited about the 
prospects of returning to their 
home community and offering 
employment opportunities to local 
residents who’ve suffered through 
bad economic conditions in recent 
years, with the demise of textile and 
apparel industries.

“It’s grown so much to where we 
need to hire other people to help us 
out, especially when Christmas and 
holiday items come along,” Gillespie 
said of the business.

She and Pfitzner are proud of 
their “Mayberry” heritage and 
looking forward to setting up their 
manufacturing operation here.

“To bring it back home is very 
exciting.”

Tom Joyce may be reached at 336-415-4693 or on 
Twitter @Me_Reporter.
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1957 1976

2003

Sheree Beasley Justin Gough

“For Generations Scenic Motors 
Has Helped You Go Further”

” Traditions, Technology & Trust”

Dewell Gough Ricky Gough

Has Helped You Go Further”Has Helped You Go Further”Has Helped You Go Further”Has Helped You Go Further”
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