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Proud to be part of the community since 1994
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Welcome to 
The 49th Autumn Leaves Festival!

check us out on the app

One free kids meal per paying adult
Age 11 and under  •  Every Saturday from 11:00am to 4:00pm

Dragonfly 
       Boutique Check out our

New Location!

227 Market Street   Downtown Mt. Airy  336-786-9476
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Welcome to the 2015 Autumn Leaves Festival
The Greater Mount Airy Cham-

ber of Commerce and our title 
sponsor, GEICO, welcome you 

to the 49th annual 
Autumn Leaves 
Festival. For three 
days the heart of 
historic downtown 
Mount Airy is 
transformed into 
a fun-fi lled street 
festival.

Imagine for a 
moment the sounds of music 
coming from a tent on Main 
Street. In front of you two men 
sit under a tent, both strumming 
banjos and singing songs in uni-
son. The sound is broken by the 
beat of a bluegrass, old time, and 
gospel band two blocks away at 
the WPAQ bandstand sponsored 
by Workforce Unlimited LLC, 
and the laughter of children 
nearby. You can hear wind chimes 

tinkling from a craft booth and 
the squeals of children at the Fun 
Time Infl atables and train rides 
on City Hall Street.

And then you take a breath and 
the smell permeates your body – 
ahhh ground steak sandwiches, 
BBQ sandwiches and Amish 
donuts are just a few of the great 
foods served at the festival! That’s 
what the Autumn Leaves Festival 
is all about.

The Southeast Tourism Society 
has selected the Autumn Leaves 
Festival as one of its “Top 20 
Events in the Southeast” in 2015.

We are so glad that you have 
chosen to spend your weekend 
with us at the 2015 Autumn 
Leaves Festival.

Julie W. Perkins
Chairman of the Board
The Greater Mount Airy 
Chamber of Commerce

Perkins

Pilot man makes new lamps from old stu� 
By Terri Flagg
tfl agg@civitasmedia.com

It could be a set of coasters, 
a movie projector or a coffee 
grinder. A camera. A typer-
writer. Old oil lamps or even 
kerosene cans. A kitchen scale.

Antiques of all kinds are get-
ting a second life - as a lamp 
- in the hands of Aaron Dermid, 
proprietor of Aaron’s Vintage 
Lamps.

“Most of the stuff we do is 
one of a kind,” said Dermid, 
who enjoys frequenting local 
antique shops and traveling 
out of state to fi nd compelling 
vintage items with his wife 
Debbie.

Making the lamps started 
out as a hobby for Dermid, a 
“mechanically inclined” Pilot 
Mountain resident who said he 

had done some electrical work 
in the past.

He set out some of his work 
in a cabin showroom behind his 
home.

“Everybody loved them,” he 
said, and the couple decided 
to set up a booth at Mayfest in 
Pilot Mountain.

“We sold out,” he said. 
“Everyone thought they were 
really unique.”

After a few shows over the 
summer the Dermids are look-
ing forward to Autumn Leaves.

“They make nice gifts,” 
Aaron said of the lamps. “We 
also do reproduction work and 
repair old lamps.”

Adding to the charm of the 
lamps are the Edison bulbs 
with tungsten fi laments Der-

See PILOT | 6

Submitted photo
Aaron Dermid, of Pilot Mountain, 
builds lamps out of antiques and 
vintage items.
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301 North Main Street
Mount Airy, NC 27030

Telephone: 336.786.4478
Fax: 336.786.1666

www.northcarolinamuseum.org
mamrh@northcarolinamuseum.org
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Detail work shines for LazerEdge Designs
By Je�  Linville
jlinville@civitasmedia.com

One of Mount Airy’s own is 
returning home with a booth for 
the Autumn Leaves Festival.

Will Pfi tzner, a senior at N.C. 
State University, started his own 
business last year and now has 
more than 10 workers at Lazer-
Edge Designs.

Pfi tzner said he has always felt 
that gifts mean more if they are 
handmade or have a personal 
touch. He started out making 
gifts for family and friends. Soon 
others were admiring his work 
and asking if he could make prod-
ucts for them.

He made several NCSU items 
for fellow students, but has 
branched out to many different 
designs, as well as custom orders.

LazerEdge Designs now has 
a rented work space and is part 
of the Raleigh Arts Collective, 
a hub for people and businesses 
who design and build their own 
products.

Still a full-time student, 
Pfi tzner said the business is tak-
ing up all of his free time, but he’s 
fortunate to have several employ-
ees and volunteers helping.

An engineering student, David 
Tillack, helped him get started. 
Other students heard about it 
and wanted to be a part. School 
of Design students work on the 
projects. Marketing and com-
puter students helped form and 
implement a website at www.
lazeredgedesigns.com.

While laser cutting allow intri-
cate patterns, there is still plenty 
of old-fashioned elbow grease, 

he said. Every piece of wood is 
sanded and stained by hand.

Some of the less expensive 
items that will be on display 
include key chains and coasters 
for a few dollars. Big items can 
run $30 to $40, while custom 
orders depend on size and the 
design.

If a person submits a photo, 
Pfi tzner passes that along to the 
designers, and one of them will 
work with the customer one-on-
one to ensure the fi nal product is 
just right.

The son of local physician 
Glenn Pfi tzner was a stand-out 
athlete at Mount Airy High 
School. He made the Northwest 
All-Conference Team in soccer, 
swimming and tennis.

He spoke with Mount Airy 
City Schools and received per-

mission to use his old high school 
logo for some products with a 
local fl avor.

He said one example could be 
to have a football shape with the 
Bear logo and a jersey number on 
the football.

Pfi tzner also believes in help-
ing others.

“We have a social responsibility 
to give back,” he said.

Any design, such as a state 
shape, can be adorned with a 
small heart — depicting where a 
person lives or a special place of 
interest.

The heart adds $1.99 to an 
order, which is donated to one 
of three causes that LazerEdge 
supports: Oak City Outreach 
Center, Wake County Urban 
Ministries and the Wounded 
Warrior Project.

Submitted Photo
LazerEdge Designs uses laser cutters to 
get intricate details like the lines of the 
North Carolina coast.

Submitted Photo
In addition to bigger art pieces, 
LazerEdge Designs will have smaller, 
affordable pieces like key chains and 
these monogrammed coasters.
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123 #3 Scenic Outlet Ln, Mt. Airy, 27030
Highway 89 West of Mt. Airy, NC between I-77 & I-74

336-352-4098 Monday-Saturday 9-5
www.woodgenius.com    •    www.scenicgiftsmtairy.com

Scenic Gifts

30% OFF FALL CANDLES AND POTPOURRI
**SAVINGS ON ALL FALL DECOR**

WOODGENIUS 
LIVE-EDGE 
FURNITURE

We support
LOCAL

AUTHORS!

AUTUMN LEAVES SPECIAL

OUR HOLIDAY OPEN HOUSE
IS NOVEMBER 5-11

*Daily Drawings *Surprise Sales
*Refreshments *Coffee and Teas

WE WILL BE OPEN THIS THURSDAY AND FRIDAY 
NIGHTS UNTIL 7 PM AND THIS SUNDAY 12:30 - 4:30.

00790552

Made 
Fresh

in-store
Our Special 
Fall Flavor-
-Pumpkin 
Fudge

BEGINS WITH U.S.
FINISHES WITH YOU.

FIND LOCALLY AT

   U.S. MATERIALS               U.S. MANUFACTURING              U.S. WORKERS

Good Life Outfitters
F Rees Clothing
Shoes ‘n Stuff

Mill Creek General Store
Traxx

FINISHES WITH

   U.S. MATERIALS               U.S. MANUFACTURING              U.S. WORKERS
00791181

Couple to off er unique jewelry items
By Tom Joyce
tjoyce@civitasmedia.com

It’s said that necessity is the 
mother of invention, a say-
ing that applies to how Jim 
and Jessie Howard formed 
Discerning Designs by Jessie, 
an operation that specializes 
in jewelry items made from 
stones gathered worldwide.

The couple — from the 
town of Macclesfi eld in the 
Rocky Mount/Greenville area 
— will be appearing at the 
Autumn Leaves Festival for 
the fi rst time this year.

Before living in North 
Carolina, the “retired” couple, 
originally from Maine, oper-
ated a wholesale bakery in 
New England for more than 
30 years.

After doing that, the How-

ards did some traveling, 
including one trip to Arizona.

“And you know there are a 
lot of stones in Arizona,” Jes-
sie Howard said.

During that trip, a need 
for a birthday present arose, 
which led to using natural 
stone gathered in the Grand 
Canyon State to create a 
unique jewelry gift.

It proved to be a big hit 
with the recipient, leading the 
Howards to think there was a 
market for such items. “If they 
liked them that well, maybe 
we can sell some, so that’s 
what I did,” Mrs. Howard 
explained.

“I had a few stones left over 
from that (fi rst) project,” she 
said, which would evolve into 
a full-scale operation. “It was 
sort of a fl uke thing.’”

Discerning Designs by Jes-
sie offers one-of-a-kind jewelry 
pieces that are handcrafted 
from natural stones gathered 
from around the country or 
imported from locations span-
ning the globe, along with vin-
tage beads and high-quality 
silica beads.

Among the more popular 
items are birthstone pendants 
and earrings of Swarovski 
crystals made to order during 
shows the Howards attend.

They recently added a new 
line of sterling silver rings and 
pendants using stones the two 
have found, cut and fi nished.

“We try to make all one-of-
a-kind pieces,” Mrs. Howard 
said. “I don’t follow a pattern, 
I don’t follow anybody else’s 
design — I just do what I 
feel.”

In 2003, the couple began 
selling the handcrafted jew-
elry across the country at 
events ranging from small 
one-day shows to multiple-
day events drawing more than 
100,000 people.

“Last year we did 52 
shows,” Mrs. Jessie said, 
with the schedule sometimes 
including two in one week.

The Howards had heard the 
Autumn Leaves Festival was 
a good event, so they decided 
to give it a try this year.

“It’s supposed to be our 
retirement,” Mrs. Howard 
said of the time devoted to 
Discerning Designs by Jessie.

“The busier we are, the hap-
pier we are.”

Tom Joyce may be reached at 336-415-
4693 or on Twitter @Me_Reporter.

This necklace set 
features sodalite 
stones from British 
Columbia, Canada.

Sumitted photos
Red jasper stones gathered from throughout the 
United States have found their their way into the 
Discerning Designs by Jessie collection, including 
these pieces.
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Nester’s
 Sock Outlet Store

 Parking Lot Sale
Biggest Sale of the Year

October 9th-October 14th???/
1400 Carter St, Mt Airy, NC 27030

(336) 789-0026
00791180

Back 40 Metal Worx turns ideas into steel
By Je�  Linville
jlinville@civitasmedia.com

Thomasville-based Back 40 Metal 
Worx will feature metal creations from 
owners Gary and Cathey Pritchett.

Gary Pritchett said he has been a 
machinist for 35 years.

In his career, he has made high-preci-
sion parts that have been used deep in 
the ocean and in outer space. Knowing 
that lives depend on the parts that you 
make can be really stressful, he said, but 
with artwork he can do what he enjoys in 
a more relaxed environment.

“We create art pieces that appeal to 
many different tastes,” his company 
wrote on its website. “With designs that 
range from ‘Redneck Yard Signs’ to more 
contemporary wall art pieces, Back 40 
Metal Worx has something that almost 
anyone can appreciate.”

The Pritchetts have been making items 
to sell online for more than 15 years. On 

eBay, the seller name “gpcp” has 7,116 
ratings with a perfect 100-percent cus-
tomer feedback.

It’s only been in the past fi ve years that 
the couple has started hitting the festival 

circuit.
They just fi nished their fourth Brushy 

Mountain Apple Festival in North Wil-
kesboro, but this is their fi rst time at the 
Autumn Leaves Festival.

Fall is a busy time of year with practi-
cally every county holding some kind of 
special event, said Pritchett.

They have exhibited at gun shows, the 
Lexington BBQ Festival and the Greens-
boro Craftsman Classic.

“Our favorite part is getting out to 
meet people,” said Pritchett. “We enjoy 
the festivals.”

At these type of events, mountain and 
wildlife themes are popular, he said. The 
booth will feature works from $8 up to 
$150, although the majority will be on 
the lower end of the range.

“We also create custom items includ-
ing business signs, welcome signs, rail-
ing inserts, trophies and more,” he said. 
“If you have an idea for a custom metal 
art project, let us know and we’ll turn 
your idea into steel.”

To learn more about the couple, visit 
the website at www.back40metalworx.
com or the eBay seller gpcp.

Submitted Photo
This piece from Back 40 Metal Worx has a saw 
blade edge with a bass chasing prey.

Submitted Photo
This piece with a wine motif also holds up to four 
wine glasses.

49th Autumn LeAves FestivAL

Scenic  OutLet

00790600

Special at
Scenic Outlet

$10.00 off any 
single ticket item 

with coupon
October 9th & 10th only

OCTOBER  9th, 10th & 11th

Hwy 89 between I-77 and I-74
113 scenic Outlet Lane, mount Airy
(336) 352-4500 Monday-Saturday 9-5

Family Owned and Operated,
Serving Your Family Since 1980

Scenic 
October 9th & 10th only

et

00790600
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Expressing faith through business
By John Peters
jpeters@civitasmedia.com

For Tiffany Scott, a craft she 
learned more than a decade 
ago has become a way to share 
her faith, and to help others 
share theirs.

Scott, of Montpelier, Vir-
ginia, will be attending her 
fi rst Autumn Leaves Festival 
this year when she sets up 
her booth selling Holly Lane 
Designs, which she calls 
“unique, Christian jewelry.”

She fi rst became involved 
with making silver jewelry 
in 2002, when she was intro-
duced to working in fi ne silver 
clay. “Loving the tactile nature 
of the material, I quickly 
delved into the media, learn-
ing any and everything I could 
about it,” she said, eventu-

ally becoming one of the fi rst 
teachers in the medium in 
Northern Virginia.

A woman of Christian faith, 
she says she began praying for 
guidance in new ways to serve 
God, and soon afterward the 
idea for starting a jewelry busi-
ness “with the mission of cre-
ating pieces that would spark 
conversations about Christ,” 
she said.

“That’s when God gave me 
the vision for Holly Lane…a 
Christian jewelry business 
with the mission of creating 
pieces that would spark con-
versations about Christ,” she 
says on her website. “I came to 
know God because He placed 
many kind people into my life 
who cared enough to share the 
Gospel with me time and time 
again. It’s my hope that our 

jewelry would be a reminder 
to you of God’s word and a 
springboard to talk about 
what God’s doing in your life 
and the hope that is found in 
Christ. I believe your personal 
story is the best one to share 
with others to help them see 
how real God is.”

The hand-crafted jewelry she 
makes often includes a scrip-
ture verse or Christian symbol.

Her business has grown 
over the years to the point she 
now runs an online jewelry 
story as well as attending vari-
ous shows in North Carolina 
and Virginia. Her work has 
been recognized with awards 
and honors at a number of fes-
tivals, including the Occoquan 
Spring and Fall Craft Shows in 
Occoquan Virginia; the Crafts-
men’s Classics, which is a 

series of shows along the East 
Coast; and she’s been named 
Best of Show for the Four 
Seasons Fall Arts and Crafts 
Market.

One thing she says people 
often fi nd surprising, though, 
is that there is no Holly work-
ing for the Holly Lane Designs 
company.

“I’m called Holly often… 
(but) Holly Lane is the name 
of the street where Holly 
Lane Christian Jewelry was 
founded. I intentionally chose 
not to name the business after 
myself. I never want my work 
to be about me and what I do, 
I want it to be about God and 
what He does.”

Visit her booth at the fes-
tival, or go to https://www.
hollylane.com/ for more infor-
mation.

Submitted photos
This bloom cross pendant on an adjustable blue 
crocheted silk necklace is one of the items that will 
be available at the Holly Lane Jewelry booth at the 
Autumn Leaves Festival.

mid uses.
He said some of the new 

lights he’ll have at Autumn 
Leaves will have a new 
kind of bulb that’s hun-
dreds of times the size of a 
regular light bulb — up to 
a foot and a half high.

“They’re huge,” he said. 
“They really stand out. 
Probably no one in this 
area has probably ever 
seen them.”

The hard to fi nd but 
fashionable light bulbs 
will also be for sale at the 
booth.

Aaron Dermid said the 
lamps catch the fancy of 
kids and teenagers as well 
as adults.

“We’ve got a little bit of 
something for everyone.”

And if he doesn’t have 

it, he can make it. Folks 
may bring a sentimental 
item from a relative or 
something related to their 
career.

One of Dermid’s recent 
creations is a waffl e maker 
from the 1920s.

Despite being fi tted 

with a light on top the 
antique appliance can still 
be opened - even if it’s 
plugged in.

“That’s the challenge, to 
fi gure out how to mount 
the light and where to put 
the chord,” he said. “It’s a 
lot of fun fooling with.”

From page 2

Pilot

Submitted photo
Aaron Dermid, of Pilot Mountain, builds lamps out of antiques and 
vintage items.

Back Home Antiques 
& Country Store

Come And Experience Our Large Showroom... 
Get Ready To Go Back In Time!

Primitives, Old Tools, Case & Rada Knifes, Clocks, Cast Iron, Watches, 
Pedal Cars, Clocks, Signs, Oil Lamps, Anvils, Vises and Tool Handles

  527 W. Lebanon Street Mt. Airy NC • 336.719.0418
00791085

Hours: Tuesday-Saturday 10am-5pm



Mount Airy News Autumn LeAves FestivAL 2015 Wednesday, October 7, 2015    7

Shikora Express
336-789-5522

Forest Oak Shopping Center
2133 Rockford St, Suite 900

Mount Airy, NC 27030
Hours: Mon.-Sat. 11am-9pm

Sun. 12pm-8pm

QUALITY
JAPANESE
FOOD

00791052

Located at 2136 Rockford St. in 
Mount Airy • 336-789-2000

www.qualityinnmountairy.com

•Free Continental  Breakfast
•Free WiFi
•Seasonal Swimming Pool
•Pets Allowed
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Located at 2136 Rockford St. in 
Mount Airy • 336-789-2000

www.qualityinnmountairy.com

•Free Continental  Breakfast
•Free WiFi
•Seasonal Swimming Pool
•Pets Allowed
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Lower your risk for breast cancer by: by:east cancer br risk forLower  by:east cancer br risk for yourLower
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Your guide to Autumn Leaves events
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49th Annual

Prices Good 10/9, 10/10, 10/11/15

2241 Rockford Street • Mount Airy, NC
719-2300

Autumn Leaves Festival 2015
LayawayNow - Dec. 14

Toys, Electronics, Small 
Appliances, Jewelry, Sporting 
Goods and Large Furniture

No Opening Fee DEPOSIT OF $10.00 or 10% DOWN, Whichever is Greater

Apples - Honey Crisp
$2.97 lb

Gala 
$1.27 lb

CANDY
$2.68 - $9.94

JUMBO
PUMPKINS

$9.48

• Automotive Center
• Subway
• Regal Nails
• Smart Style Hair Salon
• Vision Center
• Deli
• Bakery
• 1 Hour Photo
• Pharmacy

Appliances, Jewelry, Sporting 
Goods and Large FurnitureGoods and Large Furniture

October 9th, 10th & 11th


